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Upcoming Events/
Be sure to check out the CAI website (http://cai.pca.org) for all the latest info.

April/

August/

2 Sat CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30a, Greenhouse Café
8-10
Z8 California Festival of Speed, Fontana
13 Wed CAI Board Meeting @ 6:00p, Greenhouse Café
16 Sat ALMS Long Beach (LB Grand Prix)
23 Sat SBR Rally School (POSTPONED)
24 Sun Easter
30 Sat SBR AX, Camarillo Airport
30 Sat SAR Cinco de Mayo Concours

May/
1 Sun SGVR Z8 Concours, Pasadena
7 Sat CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30a, Greenhouse Café
7 Sat SAR Cinco de Mayo AX
8 Sun GER James Dean AX, Buttonwillow
8 Sun Mother’s Day (call your mom!)
11 Wed CAI Board Meeting @ 6:00p, Greenhouse Café
14 Sat CAI Z8 Lost in the Desert (Rich Paré Memorial)
Rally
21 Sat GPX Concours, Lakewood Country Club
21/22 SDR DE/TT - Chuckwalla Valley
21 Sat Armed Forces Day
27 Fri CCCR DE, Buttonwillow
28-29 GGR/GPX PCA Club Race, Buttonwillow
28 Sat CAI Breakfast Meeting in Santa Clarita @ 9:30a,
Marie Callendar’s
30 Mon Memorial Day

June/
4 Sat
8 Wed
11 Sat
11-12
12 Sun
18 Sat
19 Sun
25 Sat
26 Sun
26 Sun

CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30a, Greenhouse Café
CAI Board Meeting @ 6:00p, Greenhouse Café
OCR Z8 Concours, Dana Point
The 24 Hours of Le Mans
OCR Z8 AX, El Toro
Need for Speed Car Show, Tehachapi
Father’s Day (call your dad!)
GPX/SGVR AX, Pomona Fairplex
GPX/SGVR DE, Pomona Fairplex
LAR Concours

July/
2 Sat CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30a, Greenhouse Café
4 Mon Independence Day
9 Sat SGVR Z8 Rally
9 Sat ALMS Lime Rock
13 Wed CAI Board Meeting @ 6:00p, Greenhouse Café
23 Sat CAI Breakfast Meeting in Santa Clarita @ 9:30a,
Marie Callendar’s
23 Sat ALMS Mosport
31-6
56th PCA Parade, Savannah, GA

1-6
56th PCA Parade, Savannah, GA
6 Sat CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30a, Greenhouse Café
6 Sat ALMS Mid-Ohio
10 Wed CAI Board Meeting @ 6:00p, Greenhouse Café
15-21 Monterey Historics
20 Sat ALMS Road America

September/
3 Sat CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30a, Greenhouse Café
3 Sat ALMS Baltimore
5 Mon Labor Day
10 Sat Z8 Staff Rules Meeting (tentative)
14 Wed CAI Board Meeting @ 6:00p, Greenhouse Café
15-18 PCA Escape – Flagstaff, AZ
17 Sat ALMS Laguna Seca
24 Sat CAI Breakfast Meeting in Santa Clarita @ 9:30a,
Marie Callendar’s
24 Sat RR Porsche Timeline, Lake Arrowhead
24-25 SDR DE/TT, Willow Springs

October/
1 Sat CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30a, Greenhouse Café
1-2 SS GER California Challenge
1 Sat ALMS Road Atlanta (Petit Le Mans)
3 Mon GPX DE/Z8 Autocross, Streets of Willow
9 Sun SBR Z8 Concours, Camarillo
12 Wed CAI Board Meeting @ 6:00p, Greenhouse Café
14/16 Rennsport Reunion IV, Laguna Seca
21 Fri SDR Z8 DE, Fontana

November/
5 Sat
5-6 SS
6 Sun
8 Tue
9 Wed
11 Fri
12 Sat
12/13
19 Sat
19-20
24 Thu
26 Sat

CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30a, Greenhouse Café
Phoenix Flight 34
Daylight Savings Time Ends
Election Day
CAI Board Meeting @ 6:00p, Greenhouse Café
Veteran’s Day
Z8 President’s Meeting
SDR Z8 TT/DE, Buttonwillow
CAI Z8 Concours
GPX/SGVR AX & DE, Pomona Fairplex
Thanksgiving Day
CAI Breakfast Meeting in Santa Clarita @ 9:30a,
Marie Callendar’s

December/
3 Sat CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30a, Greenhouse Café
14 Wed CAI Board Meeting @ 6:00p, Greenhouse Café

If you have any ideas or suggestions for events, do not hesitate to contact any of the board/committee members!!!
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President’s Message/

Highways, Byways, and Tracks
Jim Gude
pring is upon us and it is time to
dust off your Porsche and have
some fun. As I write this I am a
few days away from the Day Away
From Work DE/Autocross event at Willow Springs. I haven’t been to an event
at Willow for 36 years and it will be my
first time driving the Streets of Willow
course; I am really excited about blasting around what appears to be a great
course! Speaking of Willow Springs,
following the March breakfast meeting,
Abran and Alice Rivera, David and
Janice Witteried, Roy Jensen, and myself inspected the Willow Springs skid/
autocross pad as a possible site for a
car control clinic; at $1500 per day, the
track rental rates are high, but it has
potential.
The Porsche Club of America
has many fine events that enhance the
Porsche experience and I encourage
you to enjoy them. Please check our
website calendar section at http://
cai.pca.org/calendar/default.html for
links to flyers and contact information.
The remainder of this article will be my
spring awakening; a rundown of the
fun events that we will have this year.
Would you like to (or learn how

S

to) drive your Porsche at its limit? The
autocrossing is for you! Autocross is a
sport of trying to navigate your car
through a tight (low speed) track or a
course defined by pylons usually on an
unused airport or large parking lot. The
goal is to have fun and go faster than
your competition. Events are run at low
speeds and rarely get fast enough to
use third gear. Autocross is a
"performance driving event" and a safe
way to learn how to drive your car at its
limit. It is safe for you and easy on your
car. The only special equipment
needed for autocross is an approved
helmet (and loaners are often available). With experience, many autocross drivers move up to our driver
education and time trial events, and
some even go on to do club racing.
Are you a precision driver?
Well then, a rally can be competitive
and fun. The objective of a rally is to
follow a course precisely as specified
in the instructions. Rallies are run on
paved roads at the legal speed limit.
They present no more risk to you or
your car than is normally experienced
on public roads. Rallies are great family events in which simple drives are

more interesting by having a goal and
rules to follow. Special equipment is
not needed to run a rally; all that is
needed is a digital watch (with stopwatch function), a clipboard, pencil with
eraser, and a road map of the local
area.
Do you have a passion for
keeping your Porsche really clean? If
so, maybe concours is for you. Concours is a car show with a clean car
competition. Entrants show their car in
as perfect a state of cleanliness as
they can achieve. Classes of completion vary from “wash and shine” (where
only the exterior and interior are
judged) to “full concours” where every
inch of the car is scrutinized.
The most popular events in
most regions are the tours. The best
way to describe a tour is that we take a
pleasant drive (in a group of Porsches)
to some interesting destination (tours
almost always involve great meals).
There are other driving/social
events as well! Please check the calendar section for the details. Thanks
for reading…
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From the Editor/

Doug Hoffman
rue to form, putting together this
April’s newsletter was like drinking from a fire hose. The event
calendar is always a little fuzzy in December when the January edition is in
work, but come February/March, the
emails from our neighboring regions
start rolling in with event information
and flyers to share with you all. It certainly makes the job easier… as long
as I can keep track of it!
Jim Gude just gave you a general rundown of all the different types
of events that are offered throughout
the year by our PCA Zone to help you
get out and enjoy your Porsche (if one
needs assistance with that sort of
thing). More specifically, here is a
quick snapshot of the events that are
on the horizon and covered in this
newsletter...
First up, CAI’s own David Witteried has stepped up to become the
new Autocross Chair for all of Zone 8. I
can’t think of anyone I know in the local
AX circles that is more qualified for that
position than David. You can read his
welcome letter on page 7 and join him
in Camarillo on 4/30 (see the flyer on

T

page 6).
The San Gabriel Valley Region
will get the local concours season rolling on 5/1 at a new location in Pasadena (Art Center College of Design).
See their flyer on page 8. The Grand
Prix Region also shines up cars in
May, so if you need a taste of the
South Bay, have a look at their plans
on page 13. For the record, CAI’s concours is not until November, so you’ll
just have to wait for that!
But, CAI’s annual rally is right
on the horizon. Mike Forest has the
route planned out and the event flyer is
on page 10 for your convenience. Sign
up and give it a try… it’s a good time!
In other rally news, our
neighbors to the west (the Santa Barbara Region) recently had to postpone
a couple of their upcoming events, but
they still have a “Gimmick” Rally
scheduled on June 25th, so see page
16 for details.
You will have two local opportunities to witness PCA Club Racers at
their best. Fontana is up first and just
about a week away. See page 4 for
details on the Zone 8 “California Festi-

val of Speed.” A little bit closer to home
will be the Club Race at Buttonwillow
at the end of May, so have a look at
page 7.
PCA National has been nice
enough to supply us newsletter editors
with information regarding this year’s
Parade in Savannah, Ga. Since the
newsletter goes out quarterly, I decided to run both of the articles they
sent us, so enjoy.
Also, just announced was the
fact that Rennsport Reunion IV will be
held at Laguna Seca in October! The
best place for info at this point is
www.mazdaraceway.com.
So there you have it! Almost
certainly there is something offered for
everyone. But if there isn’t, and you
have a good idea to share, please
pass it along to one of the Board Members and be willing to help make it happen. Chances are there will be plenty
of other people that want to participate,
too!
Enjoy the newsletter everyone.
As always, your comments, feedback,
and submissions are welcomed. Take
care…
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2011 Zone 8 Autocross
Season Begins!
A quick note from our new Zone 8 Autocross Chair...
i! My name is David Witteried
and I am your new Zone 8 Autocross Chairman. If you have
attended any of the Zone 8 autocrosses in the last few years, you may
have met me as I try to get my yellow
1976 911S Targa out to the autocross
track every chance I can get.
One of my goals is to try to get
more members to compete in the Zone
8 Autocross Series. So far, there are
eight races on the calendar for this
year. To qualify for a trophy, you must
compete in 40% of the years’ events in
a single class (i.e. four events as of
this writing). Novices can qualify for an
award if they compete in four events in
that class. Last year there were six
awards made at the Zone 8 Awards
Banquet. However, there were twenty
(!) drivers who needed only one more
event to qualify, and 43 other drivers

H

that needed two more events! Let’s
see more of you make just a few more
events so you can qualify for an endof-year award as well. Some of you
may feel that you’re not good enough
to compete… but like the lottery, you
can’t win if you don’t play! And for me,
playing with my favorite toy and sharing the fun with my PCA friends is the
best way to enjoy my Porsche! So
mark the dates on your calendar and
join us at the track!
I know that some of the Regions have their own autocross series
during the year. I would still encourage
you to try some events outside of your
local area. The various Regions each
have distinctive characters, with different participants and venues. Some
tracks favor high horsepower cars,
while others favor small lightweight
cars. Two of my favorite things about

autocrossing are that every track is
different and that you get to meet lots
of new people along the way!
The first autocrosses of the
season are a 1-2 punch on the 20th
and 21st of March. I plan on attending
both events and so can you! Please
visit the Zone 8 website events calendar for a complete list of events scheduled this year. The rules book is also
available on the website (http://
zone8.pca.org/) for your reference. If
you have any questions also feel free
to contact me… my email address is
dwitteried@hotmail.com. See you on
the track!
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2011 CAI
Installation
Dinner
Story by Jim Gude
Photos by David Witteried

n January 22 we held our 2011
California Inland Region Installation Dinner. Alice Rivera arranged an excellent buffet at the Palmdale Holiday Inn (kudos to Alice!). Installing our new officers, and thanking
our outgoing officers, is the excuse we
make for having this annual social
event (aka Roast). Make no mistake;
the Installation Dinner is not just for
Board Members, but a fun event for all
of our Region members.
The mood of the room was set
by an excellent continuous slide show
of all our 2010 activities provided by
our own Dave Witteried. Along with
great socializing, we enjoyed excellent
dining and raced Hot Wheels and
Matchbox Porsches on a gravity track.
Between each racing heat, we had a
plethora of gift drawings. Abran Rivera
came in first place with a Porsche that
he has had since his youth. After the
last race, I pulled out a Ferrari and laid
down the challenge to the champ.
Abran won yet again, so Porsche triumphed! Hopefully you didn’t miss this
one folks, it was a good one. 3

O

Neil Criddle anticipates a race win.

Mr. Gude tries to give something away.

Jim Gude explains the finer points to Janice and Alice...

Alice Rivera and Kathy Quick.
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From Pralines to Porsches

Story by Cole Scrogham
Photos by David Wilks, RaceShotsRenyone who has visited Savannah knows the “Old Town” part
of downtown, the riverfront area
of Savannah, is replete with history.
Walking on cobblestone streets and
exploring storefronts and small restaurants is a calming vocation to be sure.
Actually they are ballast stone streets,
as English ships would leave their ballast stones in return for American merchandise, tea and cotton; but that
doesn’t sound as quaint, does it? On
these streets you can find handmade
pralines, the curious local favorite of
boiled peanuts (think Japanese
edamame) and as many oysters as
you care to eat. If you prefer, you can
walk a block or so to the park bench
made famous by “Forrest Gump,” and
recall that life is like a box of chocolates. What is really surprising about
Savannah, however, is that this is just
the beginning of an exploration that
many have spent entire lives embracing.
To be in Savannah is to be in
history. Everywhere you turn there is
another reminder of this port city’s involvement in the growth of America.
One
website,
http://

A

www.savannahga.net/, literally has
hundreds of destinations neatly organized alphabetically for lodging, dining,
tours and other activities. Georgia’s
first city has much to offer, not the least
of which is that it will be shared with
thousands of Porsche enthusiasts the
first week of August. This is one of
those areas that Porsche people will
love; the Southern Hospitality that is
legendary all over the world, the small
and intimate settings where friends can
enjoy a casual evening, and the small
town feel that can lead you out of the
city to country roads in a matter of minutes.
Location, location, location is
the focus of Parade 2011. Parade
headquarters is the Convention Center
which is located on picturesque Hutchinson Island. The view of downtown
Savannah across the river is unforgettable. The Convention Center is surrounded by Parade activity sites. The
autocross will be held adjacent to
headquarters, as for the first time in
recent memory sufficient asphalt exists
for a good size course within walking
distance! But if you still need to get
your track fix the local region will hold a

Driver’s Education event at nearby
Roebling Road Raceway the last
weekend of the Parade. With the Concours event held at downtown’s Forsyth park and the Rally featuring lovely
local roads, the main attractions of this
year’s Parade are all in the same
neighborhood!
When you are ready to relax
from the competitive events, feel free
to take in a Carriage Ride, Ghost Tour,
Fishing Trip, Dolphin Watching Expedition, Casino Boat, Local Beaches and
Museums including the Mighty 8th Air
Force Museum as well as local sporting events. The list goes on and on.
You can try out a cooking class or go
on a shrimping cruise, and of course
the local towns of Bluffton and Beaufort
feature very historic downtown areas
as well. Savannah itself has a feel
more like a big town than a bustling
city, and as with many of the port cities
in the South you can find open spaces
quickly and easily. Tybee and Hilton
Head Island are famous for their white
sand beaches and slow pace…you
may want to stick around the area for a
while after the Victory Banquet concludes!
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Be sure to check out the Parade activities at http://
parade2011.pca.org so that you don’t
miss any of the action. Registration
begins on March 8th, so bookmark the
registration site now and be ready
when it opens! You will also be able to
view the traditional Parade event
schedule for the week at the website,
and learn about air conditioned Concours prep areas; Parade 101 classes
that make sure the first time Parade
goers are prepared for the week; Hospitality and Goodie Store hours; and
opportunities to volunteer as a Parade
worker for some of the featured events
that you may not be competing in (a
great way to get a front row seat to all
the action!). Other events like the
popular RC Car races, Ice Cream social, Tech Academy, Art Show and
Driving Tours will complement your
week, unless you plan to spend it
studying for the very competitive Tech
Quiz…you can make your Parade experience in Savannah as actionpacked and exciting, or as laid-back
and relaxing as you prefer.
Won’t you join us for a spectacular Parade, the highlight of our
PCA experience this year? Anyone

that has attended a Parade can tell you
this is not just a normal multi-event
weekend, this is the highlight of what
PCA has to offer, full of exciting things
to do and see with literally thousands
of Porsche owners in attendance. Everything has been planned out and is

ready for you; all you need to do is
bring yourself, your family and your
Porsche for a vacation experience that
you won’t soon forget! Check http://
parade2011.pca.org for more information and be ready to register on March
8th… see you there!
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Book Reviews for Porschephiles
By Bruce Herrington — Riverside Region

The Affordable Porsche
by Iain Ayre, published by MBI Publishing Company, Minneapolis, MN
t seems that promoting economical
Porsche ownership is all the rage
in the motoring press these days,
but this 160 page book is necessarily
more complete than the magazine articles on the same subject. Written for
an English audience (and replete with
British idioms) it is refreshing to notice
illustrations shot on the grounds of the
old Dunkle Brothers Swap Meet in
Anaheim. As a matter of fact, Mr. Ayre
touts Southern California as cost effective source of economical Porsche
bodies and chassis, even for Englishmen (especially if the purchase trip can
be combined with a family vacation to
'the States'). Interestingly though, he
recommends replacing the sun
scorched SoCal rubber and upholstery
with used items from rusted out local
(English) vehicles (whose interior, he
points out, may never have seen the
sun), when the car arrives in England.
The author's view of affordable
is £10,000 or less ($16,000 on this side
of the pond). If that seems like a high
limit for affordable, he does point out
that some models (e.g. 912s 914s, and
the front-engined water pumpers) can
provide excellent performance and service for less than half of that limit. Profusely illustrated with specific examples
of things to look/watch-out for, there
are also some enticing salon shots of
the different models.
Coverage is complete. The
book is organized by model. In a very
personal way he discusses what you
can get, for how much money, model
by model, and by 4 year groups within
the 911 range. Twelve chapters deal
with cars; four more deal with general
considerations in buying a car (locally
and overseas) and with specifications/
technical data and VIN/engine number

I

translations. Each model/chapter includes useful sidebars:
1. Basics - dealing with the characteristics of the body, engine, transmission,
etc.
2. Evolution - highlighting the year by
year changes
3. Production - tabulating the number
of cars produced by year, by body
style, for that model.
These are very concise and
very informative, exemplifying considerable research. Each model section
also has a narrative hands on view
describing ownership issues from the
perspective of a professional mechanic
or driver, and an owner's view presenting the experiences of an owner of the
model in question. All in all, this book
presents a very through analysis of the
pros and cons of various models and
model years.
It's a pity this book doesn't
cover all Porsches rather than just the
cheaper ones, because the informative
honesty and concise presentation of
year/model characteristics, in a very
readable fashion, makes this book a
captivating, informative, even educational, read. Though lacking an index
per se, the consistent structure of each
chapter, and the conciseness of the
presentation make The Affordable Porsche a useful reference source as well
as providing entertainment on a cold or
rainy afternoon.
The Affordable Porsche is not
a reference book as much as a story.
The descriptions of good points and
bad points of the various model/years
make interesting reading for anyone
interested in Porsches. The narration is
very informal and conversational.

Some of the remarks made are rather
surprising, not at all what one would
expect from a car book. For example,
when reading about '80s 911s, one
comes to this: “...during this period a
lot of red 911s were bought and
flaunted by aggressive and flashy individuals...by the mid-1980s it was very
unlikely that the driver of a 911 would
be let out of a side street, if anybody
had the option to cut them off.”! There
are even snide remarks about Roots
Group and British-Layland build quality, as well as some un-complementary
remarks about one Margaret Thatcher
(I trust you remember who she is/was).
This is a book to read and enjoy. And
once you have done so, this reviewer
will bet that you will keep it on your
bookshelf rather than send it to Goodwill.
The Affordable Porsche, priced
at $34.95, is available from your favorite bookseller (ask for it) or from Motorbooks at http://www.motorbooks.com.
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What’s this Concours Thing all About?
Story by Cole Scrogham
hat title question really seems to
be the most common thing asked
by new Parade attendees…what
is this Concours thing all about? Well, I
guess it might be considered one of
those questions where the answer depends on your perspective. If you have
an autocross perspective, then the “Qtippers” are slightly off their rocker and
the display is just a nice way to spend
the day before the autocross starts
(other than the race cars on display of
course!). To the Rally folks, the display
is a little more palatable, but if you are
going to spend that much time with
your car you should at least include a
few calculations to correlate the speedometer with your GPS. I’m not even
going to discuss the Tech Quiz only
crowd…
The Concours can be as simple or as complicated as you like, from
a nice display of Porsches to enjoy on
a beautiful summer day to the last details of restoration perfection, and anywhere in between. The Parade Concours is the premier Concours event of
the year for PCA; a truly awesome display of over 60 years of Porsche history in America and beyond. The Parade location this year is Savannah,
Georgia, a charming destination city
that is sure to provide you with your fill
of pralines and peanuts once you have
had enough of the Concours.
For the first time in the Park’s
history, an automotive display will be
allowed on these grounds, courtesy of
the 2011 Parade Concours. Porsche
Club of America members will stroll the
lawns and gardens festooned with possibly the finest display of Porsches in
Parade history. Reds, Blues, Yellows
and Blacks will add to the Green of
Forsyth Park, as Porsches in all
shapes and sizes converge on the
grounds. The Monday event is open to
the public and will be buzzing with activity all day long.
Featuring over a hundred cars,
the Concours will display competitive
vehicles in classes, divisions and
groups in four major areas: Preparation, Preservation, Restoration and
Performance. The crowd favorite Historic Display should feel right at home

T

Indoor concours prep area at the 2010 PCA Parade in St. Charles, IL.

in this location as well! And if competition is not your thing, the Corral is another possibility. Several hundred Porsches will be displayed (grouped by
model) in the non-competitive Corral.
To join this collection of Porsches, you
just need to submit a regular entry to
the Parade before registration closes…
but if you can’t bring your Porsche and
want to view the Concours, just bring
yourself as this event is open to the
public.
The four groups of cars are
grouped in roughly the following criteria
(memorize this to impress any innocent
bystander at Forsyth Park that asks the
“What’s this Concours thing all
about…” question!):
Preparation-This is the group
comprised of mostly newer cars, they
are being judged on how well prepared
they are (ie-clean). There is not so
much emphasis on originality as how
completely free of dirt the car is, so
watch out for those Q-tips!
Preservation-This group is the
opposite of Preparation, it is reserved
for cars that have been faithfully maintained and kept original over many
years, so you will see mostly older Porsches here with decades of careful
care and attention. Cleanliness is not
so important, but all of the original bits
and pieces certainly are!
Restoration-This group is
made up of cars that have been restored to their original condition. This

time consuming process is evaluated
by experienced teams of judges, some
of whom actually remember what these
cars looked like when they were new!
Cleanliness and originality are judged,
making this group a difficult proposition
for entrants, so thankfully there are
cars judged in Touring (top only) and
Full (top and bottom of the car is
judged).
Performance-This group of
cars ranges from all out racers to modified street cars, most of them
“personalized” to their owner’s liking.
You will see a lot of variety in this
group, which is judged on cleanliness
only and feature highly modified and
performance oriented Porsches.
I hope that little refresher
course on the Parade Competition
Rules helps you spot the different
groups at the Concours, and make
more sense of the myriad of awards
and trophies at the banquet. You can
also browse the Porsche Corral and
Historic Display for cars that are not
competing, but certainly add a lot to
the display. Feel free to come a day or
so early and enjoy the prep area (airconditioned!) in the convention center
and see all the work that goes on behind the scenes of our Day at the Concours!
Won’t you join us there? For
more information, check out http://
parade2011.pca.org. 3
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Tech Corner - Nitrogen in Your Tires
By Randall Price — co-founder of the website EasyAutoSales.com

Reprinted, with Permission, from Santa Barbara Region’s
“Der Auspuff” Newsletter, January 2009
h, there are plenty of benefits:
(1) Cool fluorescent green valve
stem caps (assuming your nitrogen vendor has any marketing
savvy), which will look sharp with your
spinning wheel covers. (2) Bragging
rights. Okay, you were behind the
curve with cell phones, iPods, thong
underwear, etc. Nitrogen in tires is
relatively new to the mass market.
Now’s your chance. (3) Reduced fire
danger next time you land your Space
Shuttle or commercial aircraft, and tell
me you won’t sleep better knowing
that.
Most tires are filled with compressed air, which when dry consists of
about 78 percent nitrogen, 21 percent
oxygen, and 1 percent other gases by
volume. Water vapor (humidity) can
make up as much as 5 percent of the
volume of air under worst-case conditions. Filling your tires with nitrogen
mainly does two things: it eliminates
moisture, and it replaces skinny oxygen molecules with fat nitrogen molecules, reducing the rate at which compressed gas diffuses through porous
tire walls. That means, theoretically at
least, that a tire filled with nitrogen retains optimal pressure longer, leading
to more uniform tire wear and better
gas mileage. The commonly quoted

O

figure is that tires inflated to 32 psi get
3 percent better mileage than at 24 psi.
Does nitrogen make any prac-

tical difference? You couldn’t prove it
by me. I found no scientific tests showing that nitrogen filled tires stayed inflated longer than average under normal conditions. A car-buff buddy was

more realistic benefit is that nitrogen is
largely inert chemically at low (i.e., normal) temperatures, so it won’t attack
the rubber in your tires like oxygen
does. Oxygen attack is something both

I found no scientific tests showing that nitrogen-filled tires stayed inflated longer than average under normal conditions.
sure it worked but conceded he had
only anecdotal evidence that it did.
As for moisture, changes in
humidity affect tire performance two
ways. First, the density of humid air
fluctuates more with temperature than
that of dry air, so removing humidity
can keep your tire pressure more consistent, especially when the temperature climbs over 100 degrees Fahrenheit. That may be a legitimate concern
in Formula One racing, but it’s not
much of an issue if you’re just tooling
around town.
Humidity can also be a factor
in wheel maintenance — since pure
nitrogen doesn’t have moisture in it,
supposedly your wheels won’t rust as
quickly, which could lead to improved
wheel performance and air sealing.
The question is, how big a problem is
wheel rust these days? According to a
few tire and wheel shops we contacted, seriously rusted wheels are
uncommon in typical steel-wheeled
cars, and many high performance cars
have alloy wheels that don’t rust at all.
One exception is work vehicles such
as dump trucks, which are exposed to
a much harsher environment.
Another claim I’ve seen is that
since nitrogen is slightly lighter than
air, you’ll save weight and get better
performance. However, we’re talking
about a weight difference of less than 4
percent of the gas in the tire — in other
words, a difference of less than an
ounce for most vehicles. A possibly

the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration and Ford Research
have studied, and can be a problem for
tires used for a long time or in rough
conditions.
More important, nitrogen doesn’t support combustion, which is one
reason aircraft and the Space Shuttle
use nitrogen in their tires. The wisdom
of this precaution was brought home
by the crash of Mexicana Airlines flight
940 on March 31, 1986. Shortly after
the Boeing 727 took off from Mexico
City en route to Puerto Vallarta, an
overheated landing gear brake caused
a tire improperly filled with air instead
of nitrogen to overheat and then explode, rupturing fuel and hydraulic
lines. The ensuing fire and crash killed
167 passengers and crew. However,
unless your driving habits are of the
extreme variety, the chances of your
tires catching fire anytime soon are
slim.
Overall, filling up with nitrogen
won’t hurt and may provide some minimal benefit. Is it worth it? If you go to
some place like Costco that does it for
free with new tires, sure, why not?
Elsewhere, though, I’ve seen prices
quoted as high as $10 per tire, which is
way more than I’d pay. Rather than
shell out for nitrogen, you’d be better
off just checking and adjusting your tire
pressure regularly, something the
NHTSA says less than 60% of U.S.
motorists actually do.
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Board Meeting Minutes
By David Witteried – CAI Secretary

California Inland Board Meeting on
January 12, 2011
The meeting was called to order at
6:40 p.m. In attendance: Jim Gude
(President), Dave Stallcup (Vice President), Abran Rivera (Past-President),
David Witteried (Secretary), Alice
Rivera (Treasurer), Roy Jensen and
David Rivera.
Old Business: Election. The
club got 12 ballots back and all nominees were elected. The election results
were: President – Jim Gude, Vice
President – Dave Stallcup, PastPresident – Abran Rivera, Secretary –
David Witteried, and Treasurer – Alice
Rivera. Polo shirts: Alice Rivera has
been trying to contact the vendor, but
keeps missing him. Continuity reports:
Jim Gude will send the continuity reports this week.
President’s Report: Jim Gude
requested that Abran Rivera represent
him at the Zone 8 President's meeting.
Abran agreed to attend the meeting for
him. New membership rate was announced by National at $46 per year.
Vice-President’s Report: The
club hasn't ordered any insurance for
events this year. Dave will order the
insurance for the progressive dinner.
Paper work with the bank has been
taken care of.
Treasurer’s Report: The club is
solvent. The Holiday Inn Hotel has
been paid for the Installation Dinner.
David Witteried was reimbursed for the
website development software.
Activities Chairperson’s Report: There are currently eight people
signed up for the installation dinner.
Membership: No report.
Newsletter Report: January
2011 newsletter went out on time at
the beginning of the month. Thanks to
all for their submissions. Next newsletter edition will be April 2011. All submissions are due by 3/15/2011. There
has been no new advertising activity
over the last few months. As of now,
the April issue will have 2 paid ads in it.
Website: David Witteried acquired the Microsoft Expression software for website development. The
website has been updated and is current.

Concours Chairman: No report.
New Business: Abran Rivera
volunteered to lead a tour to the
Reagan Museum in Sylmar on April
16th. An overnight tour to the coast
sometime in late July or early August
with a stay Lompoc was discussed.
Possible destinations may be Hearst
Castle. Tentative dates are 23 to 24
July. An ice cream tour to Valencia
was proposed as a fun thing to do. A
long discussion of the Santa Clarita
breakfast meeting participation was
held. We've been concerned because
the only people coming are the board
members. David Witteried suggested
canvassing members in the Santa
Clarita area to see what they want. Jim
Gude had a list of restaurants in the
area and one possibility was Marie
Callendar’s. We'll try to get a list of five
alternatives for the membership to select from. Another strong possibility is
the Green House Café in Santa Clarita.
Another idea that was proposed was to
change the meeting to a lunch meeting. This would have the advantage of
making more restaurants available.
Because of the low turnout for the Installation Dinner we discussed doing a
potluck next year. With only eight people coming, the club will lose money
using the Holiday Inn. Jim Gude and
David Witteried driving out to Willow
Springs Raceway to view possible locations for a driver’s clinic. New Tour
Ideas: Several new tours were discussed. They were: Mullen Museum;
Car museums for after breakfast tours;
Overnight tour to Laughlin car museum; Drive to the February 26 Concours Judging School; February OCR
Drivers Clinic.
David Witteried made a motion to adjourn, Jim Gude seconded the motion.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

California Inland Board Meeting on
February 8, 2011
The meeting was called to order at
7:00 p.m. In attendance: Jim Gude
(President), Dave Stallcup (Vice President), Abran Rivera (Past-President),
David Witteried (Secretary), Mark Cha-

rus (Membership Chairman) and Roy
Jensen.
Old Business: David Witteried
summarized the notes from the last
board meeting. Abran Rivera provided
a daily summary of the Zone 8 President's Meeting. The main topic seemed
to be the cost of newsletters and how
that was forcing everyone to go to
online versions. David Witteried gave a
summary of the notes he took: Add a
resources page, tour website performs,
business cards, etc; Teen Street Survival Driving School sponsored by Tire
Rack and co-hosted with the BMW
club; San Diego region co-hosted the
event; point of contact is Mike Doherty;
Las Vegas region is working with Nellis
AFB to run a driver’s clinic; military returnees get a big bonus and buy something fast and end up killing themselves; do board meetings before or
after breakfast meetings; would a dealership be interested in showing used
cars that young people can afford;
quarterly dinner meetings with membership.
President’s Report: Attendance is down across the board. We're
looking for ways to improve participation. Jim Gude has talked to Willow
Springs Raceway about visiting their
facilities. They said to come and take a
look. They are pushing Horse Thief
Mile. Same price on weekends as
weekdays. We will try to go out after
the next breakfast meeting.
Vice-President’s Report: Ordered insurance for Valentine’s Dinner.
Investigated possible sites for breakfast meeting in Santa Clarita area. Visited Coco’s (not friendly); Marie Callendar’s, every fourth Saturday is available, 18% gratuity, separate checks
okay, participants must order something; Green House Café is small but
may work for us, two dollars per person added on to bill. Parking at Marie
Callendar’s is a little awkward. After
discussion we decided to use Marie
Callendar’s and scheduled a meeting
for 26 March at 9:30 a.m. Due to lack
of interest and volunteers for meals for
the Valentine’s Progressive Dinner, the
insurance will be canceled.
Treasurer’s Report: The club
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lost money on the installation dinner,
approximately $300. The club is solvent.
Activities Chairperson’s Report: No report.
Membership Report: There are
156 members with 93 primary members. There were 3 new members in
the last month, 5 transferred out, and 6
non-renewals. David Witteried will
send Mark Charus a copy of renewal
and recruiting letters that he developed, as well as the business card
template.
Newsletter Report: Next newsletter edition will be April 2011. All submissions are due by 3/15/2011. There
has been no new advertising activity
over the last few months. As of now,
the April issue will have 2 paid ads in it.
Website Report: The website
is up to date. Recently added a classified advertisement page.
Concours Chairman: It is too
early to book the site yet. Will start
working on handbook for setting up
and managing the concours.
New Business: Instead of a
progressive dinner next year, Jim
Gude suggested going to Descanso
Gardens and dinner afterwards. We
should have an alternate in case it is
raining. Need for Speed car show may
not happen this year. The Oktoberfest
is on. Roy Jensen suggested a tour to
Anza Borrego, near the Salton Sea.
Jim Gude thought it would be worthwhile. Looking at scheduling it for
March 27th. A tour to Southern California was suggested by Eugene. Mark
Charus said the R2 Racing repair shop
people would like us to come by for a
Cars and Coffee. Schedule is for
March 26th.
Jim Gude made a motion to
adjourn, Mark Charus seconded the
motion. Meeting was adjourned at 8:10
p.m.

California Inland Board Meeting on
March 9, 2011

The meeting was called to order at
6:30 p.m. In Attendance: Jim Gude
(President), David Witteried
(Secretary), Alice Rivera (Treasurer),
Mark Charus (Membership Chairman),
and Roy Jensen.
Old Business: David Witteried
summarized the notes from the last
board meeting. Jim Gude, David and
Janice Witteried, Abran and Alice
Rivera, and Roy Jensen visited the
Willow Springs Raceway facilities after
the last breakfast meeting to inspect
the Autocross course and Horse Thief
Mile. We determined that Horse Thief
Mile track would be too dangerous for
inexperienced drivers. The Autocross
facility could be used for a driver's
clinic and perhaps a small autocross.
Unfortunately, Jim informed us that the
price had doubled from $800 to
$1,600! Dave Stallcup setup the breakfast meeting at Marie Callendar’s for
the end of March. Jim Gude will lead a
tour to the Nethercutt car collection
museum after the breakfast. It was
suggested to try to have an activity
after every Santa Clarita breakfast
meeting. Mark Charus will reschedule
the R2 Racing cars and coffee event
for the next Valencia breakfast meeting. There was a mix-up in communication between Mark and Jim, so Mark
had already canceled the planned
March event. Polo shirts: the vendor
Alice was working with hasn't worked
out. Alice wants to use Embroidery
World which has a $50 setup fee. Each
shirt would cost $25. Roy Jensen
wanted to get a quote from Rizzo’s.
We agreed to get a second quote.
President’s Report: Volunteers
are being sought for the Festival of
speed.
Vice-President’s Report: Insurance was ordered for the Nethercutt
tour.
Treasurer’s Report: The club is
solvent and the quarterly subsidy
check came in.
Activities Chairperson’s Report: Jim Gude will lead a tour to the

Nethercutt Collection’s current museum. A tour to the Reagan Presidential Museum has been scheduled for
16 April. We decided the suggested
Anza Borrego tour would be too long,
at approximately 519 miles and 10
hours.
Membership: The club has 95
primary members and 158 total members. There was one new member
which was a transfer from Central California region. David Witteried sent
Mark Charus the membership document templates he had on his computer. Mark is contacting new members by telephone. Jim Gude asked
Mark to send him the phone numbers
of new members so he can contact
them too.
Newsletter Report: Next newsletter edition will be April 2011. All submissions are due by 3/15/2011. There
has been no new advertising activity
over the last few months. As of now,
the April issue will have two paid ads in
it.
Website: The website is up to
date. A library page for forms and other
document templates will be added to
the site.
Concours Chairman: Instead
of developing our own handbook, Carol
Eubanks already has one that we can
adapt. David Witteried volunteered to
help work on the new handbook. We
should make a map of the site for the
handbook. We should also consider
buying more durable signage for the
event.
New Business: Alice Rivera
said she will not be the chairman for
the installation dinner next year. However, she is willing to help. We will
need a new chairperson for next year.
Planning for the 25th anniversary celebration needs to begin.
Alice Rivera made a motion to
adjourn, Jim Gude seconded the motion. Meeting was adjourned at 7:15
p.m.
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PCA Zone 8 Staff/
Zone 8 Representative
Michael Dolphin
carrera3@msn.com

Club Racing Coordinator
Vince Knauf
vvvince@aol.com

Time Trail/DE Chair
Vacant

Autocross Chair
David Witteried
dwitteried@hotmail.com

Rally Chair
Revere Jones
Zone8rallychair@aol.com

Web Master
Ken Short
webmaster@zone8.org

Concours Chair
Joe Nedza
jcnedza@aol.com

Rules Coordinator
Tom Brown
rules@zone8.org

Treasurer
Linda Cobarrubias
MS993@aol.com

Commercial Ad Information/
All ads are also posted, with a web link if desired, on
our website http://cai.pca.org.
The deadline for submitting new commercial ads (or
for making changes to existing ads) is the 15th of the
month preceding the month of publication.

1 Qtr

2 Qtr

3 Qtr

Annual

Business Card

$30

$57

$82

$104

Quarter Page

$80

$152

$218

$278

Half Page

$145

$276

$396

$505

Full Page

$270

$513

$737

$940

Please direct all questions to Doug Hoffman at:
CAI.Winding.Roads@gmail.com

Please see http://cai.pca.org/NewsLetter/ComAd.pdf for more details.

Classified Ad Information/
There is NO CHARGE for PCA members.
Non-member ads are $25 for each 25 words (per issue) and
there is no extra charge to include a photo.
All ads are also posted, with a web link if desired, on our
website http://cai.pca.org.

The deadline for submitting new classified ads (or for making
changes to existing ads) is the 15th of the month preceding
the month of publication.
Please direct all questions to Doug Hoffman at:
CAI.Winding.Roads@gmail.com
PCA’s “The Mart”: http://www.pca.org/TheMart/TheMart.aspx

We reserve the right to edit or refuse to print any ad.

Useful Links/
Porsche AG’s US Website
http://www.porsche.com/usa/

Los Angeles Region
http://www.pcala.com

PCA National
http://www.pca.org/

Orange Coast Region
http://www.pcaocr.org

Zone 8 Homepage
http://zone8.pca.org/

Santa Barbara Region
http://www.pcasb.org

Cal Central Region
http://ccc.pca.org

San Diego Region
http://www.pcasdr.org

Golden Empire Region
http://gem.pca.org

San Gabriel Region
http://vista.pca.org/sgb

Grand Prix Region
http://gpx.pca.org

Riverside Region
http://www.riversidepca.org/

Classifieds/
1973 911 GT Class Race Car
Professionally engineered and built. 335bhp / 2150
lbs. Twice the fun of Stock, half the price of Cups.
Always competitive and many podium wins. Details
and photos at http://porsche911gtclass.blogspot.com/
Asking $43,200. Make an offer.
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