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Upcoming Events/
Be sure to check out the CAI website (http://cai.pca.org) for all the latest info.

October/
2 Sat CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30a, Greenhouse Café
1/3 F-S GER California Challenge
2 Sat ALMS Road Atlanta (Petit Le Mans)
4 Mon GPX DE/Z8 Autocross @ Streets of Willow
10 Sun SBR Z8 Concours
13 Wed CAI Board Meeting @ 6:00p, Greenhouse Café
16/17 SDR Z8 Time Trial – Spring Mountain
24 Sun CCCR Z8 (Avila Beach) Concours

November/
2 Tue Election Day
6 Sat CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30a, Greenhouse Café
7 Sun Daylight Savings Time Ends
10 Wed CAI Board Meeting @ 6:00p, Greenhouse Café
11 Thu Veteran’s Day
13 Sat CAI Breakfast Meeting in Santa Clarita @ 9:30a,
Mimi’s Café
13 Sat Z8 President’s Meeting
20 Sat CAI Z8 Concours
25 Thu Thanksgiving

April 2011/
2 Sat CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30a, Greenhouse Café
8-10
Z8 California Festival of Speed, Fontana
13 Wed CAI Board Meeting @ 6:00p, Greenhouse Café
16 Sat ALMS Long Beach (LB Grand Prix)
24 Sun Easter

May 2011/
7 Sat CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30a, Greenhouse Café
8 Sun Mother’s Day (call your mom!)
11 Wed CAI Board Meeting @ 6:00p, Greenhouse Café
14 Sat CAI Breakfast Meeting in Santa Clarita @ 9:30a,
Mimi’s Café
21 Sat Armed Forces Day
30 Mon Memorial Day

Stay tuned… the 2011 Zone 8 Calendar
is taking shape. More to come in the
January issue of Winding Roads!

December/
4 Sat CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30a, Greenhouse Café
8 Wed CAI Board Meeting @ 6:00p, Greenhouse Café
25 Sat Christmas Day

January 2011/
1 Sat
8 Sat

CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30a, Greenhouse Café
CAI Breakfast Meeting in Santa Clarita @ 9:30a,
Mimi’s Café
12 Wed CAI Board Meeting @ 6:00p, Greenhouse Café
15 Sat Zone 8 President’s Meeting & Awards Banquet
29-30 Rolex 24 Hours at Daytona

February 2011/
5 Sat CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30a, Greenhouse Café
9 Wed CAI Board Meeting @ 6:00p, Greenhouse Café
21 Mon President’s Day

March 2011/
5 Sat
5 Sat
6 Sun
9 Wed
12 Sat

CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30a, Greenhouse Café
LA Porsche Literature Meet, LAX Hilton
SoCal All Porsche Swap Meet, Anaheim
CAI Board Meeting @ 6:00p, Greenhouse Café
CAI Breakfast Meeting in Santa Clarita @ 9:30a,
Mimi’s Café
19 Sat ALMS 12 Hours at Sebring

If you have any ideas or suggestions for events, do not hesitate to contact any of the board/committee members!!!
Winding Roads/October 2010/Page 3

President’s Message/

In a Spin… Both Feet In!
Abran Rivera
all has arrived and the year end is
within sight, but we can’t quite go
into cruise control yet. One of our
biggest events of the year is next
month and we will need volunteers and
participants. Take this opportunity to
mark your calendar as busy on November 20th for the annual CAI
“Concours in the Canyons” event (see
page 6). This is a Zone 8 level event
and also happens to be the LAST Zone
8 concours of the year. As in previous
years, the concours will be in a park
like (grass) setting at the College of the
Canyons in Santa Clarita. Please contact Roy Jensen or myself for information regarding volunteering at this
event. And by all means, get your registration forms in early. See you there!
On a very sad note and on
behalf of our region, I want to extend
our deepest sympathies to the Rossitto

F

family. Longtime member Rob
“Coolhand” Rossitto passed away August 30th due to complications from his
paralysis. He was a regular at many
Zone 8 autocross events and was well
known as a gentlemen and a great
competitor. Rob was a shining inspiration on making the most of whatever
comes your way. It was an honor to
have known him and we will all miss
him.
Please keep in mind that the
CAI board is always open to ideas,
suggestions, and recommendations on
activities/events and how to better run
the club. All of our collective input and
involvement shapes the club to meet
our needs, so don’t hesitate to bring
your thoughts forward. I also want to
remind you that our region is one of
about a dozen regions which make up
Zone 8. On just about any given week-

end there is a Porsche-related event
happening somewhere in Southern
California, Southern Nevada, and Arizona. So whether your preference is
rallying, concours, autocross, or just
socializing over a good meal, partake
in the cornucopia of activities offered
by our Zone family.
If I’m not mistaken, this is my
last written submission as your region’s
President. I can’t express enough how
much I’ve enjoyed my time as President. Thank you to everyone that has
helped the club over the past two years
(and thereby simplified my role a great
deal). I look forward to assisting the
next president and continuing to participate and volunteer with our club’s
activities. But more importantly, I look
forward to doing these things with a
fantastic group of people. Take care…
see you soon. 3

From the Editor/

Doug Hoffman
ooks like another year of newsletter publishing for me has come
and gone already! Don’t worry… I
think I have at least another year in
me☺. As usual, I must thank my most
prolific contributors, David Witteried
and Jim Gude, for all their words and
snapshots provided throughout the
year. You guys sure make that part of
the job a piece of cake. While I do enjoy putting out my feelers for other Porsche-related content for the newsletter,
my first choice is always to have stories written by region members covering region events. It just makes each
edition so much better to have constant firsthand reports covering our
Zone. If anyone participates in the happenings you see posted in these
pages, jot down a few notes, put a little
story together (in the biz, we call it
“copy”), send me a couple of pictures,
and you will be published! It’s really

L

that easy!
As Abran mentioned above,
we lost a longtime member and friend
late last month. I am grateful for the
handful of times Rob and I crossed
paths at the track and were able to sit
down and chat. He always made it a
point to thank me for the newsletter
work and to give me feedback. Janice
Witteried was kind enough to write up
a little story (see page 10) about her
and David’s time with Rob. Hopefully it
will give you some idea of what a special guy Rob was. From our family to
yours Rossittos, we are truly sorry for
your loss…
I suspect the next issue of
Panorama will cover everything related
to last summer’s PCA-fest (i.e. Parade)
in Saint Charles, Illinois. As a headsup, I received word in mid-July that
Winding Roads came in 3rd place (for
our class) in the national PCA Newslet-

ter Contest. Not bad for my first year
considering I didn’t refer to their judging criteria while creating the newsletters! The judges supplied good comments and feedback to work with and it
actually prompted me to read what
they were grading me on. Perhaps I
will try it again for the 2010 editions.
Ultimately we have Abran to thank for
it… he is the one that told me to enter
the contest. Just following the boss’
orders…
Shifting gears, you will notice a
gratuitous car shot on the next page.
Sorry, couldn’t resist as it is my new
runner! Somehow I ended with a “midyear”. It is a 1974 911S and so far I am
really enjoying it (read working on it). It
was in dire need or new tires, a proper
set of wheels, and an alignment/corner
balance. So “logically” it was best to go
through the whole suspension first!
Good news is that after about 85 hours
Winding Roads/October 2010/Page 4

Doug Hoffman

of work (in numerous areas), it is all
dialed in and ready for its first track
day. Bad news is that I am now in the
same car class as David Witteried! Oh
well, no trophy girl kisses for me. But
seriously, I lasted a whole 2 months
after selling my SC before I started
thinking about it. Aren’t you all proud of
me… it was a record. The idea of focusing solely on the ’68 project without
a running 911 in the household really
didn’t pan out too well in hindsight.
I would be remiss if I didn’t
personally thank Abran Rivera for his
last 2 years of service as our region’s
President. Thank you for taking on the
responsibility of this vital role and putting in the time to do the job so well.
This “”retirement” will undoubtedly
open up that busy schedule he has
been keeping and allow more time for
autocrossing!
Finally, I am sure EVERYONE
noticed the newsletter template
changes I rolled out in the July edition
of the newsletter. I decided it was time
to make some of the basic format a
little more “mine” after working with it
for six issues. There are a lot of
changes in the background that make
it easier to format (good for me), plus
more color/graphics/links (good for
you). Hope you like the new look and
can find all the information you are after! Take care… 3

Your Editor’s new ride. Coming to a track/tour near you!
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...David and Abran
continue dodging the
cones...

SummertimeAutocrossing

Story & Photos by David Witteried

pring had already come and
gone and now it was time for the
summertime events! Here is a
continuation of my summary of the
2010 Zone 8 Autocross Series…

S

AX #5. The fifth autocross this
year was hosted by the San Gabriel
and Grand Prix Regions at the
Pomona Fairplex 1.5 mile road course.
Abran Rivera and my wife and I caravanned down to Ontario the night before and awoke to an amazingly cool
late June morning. We headed down
the highway to Pomona and arrived at
the track without any difficulties, not
counting one wrong turn into one of the
many fairground access roads. As
usual, Skip Carter and his crew had
the organization in good hands and we
were quickly through Tech and ready
to run. Over 100 drivers from all over
the Zone drove in for this event and
many of my friends had made it, which
was great! Unlike the Spring/Fall
events held at The Streets of Willow,

this event was run like a conventional
autocross without continuous laps
even though it was using the Pomona
road course. With paid corner workers
there were no delays between the run
groups so the day progressed quickly
with everyone getting plenty of runs.
Top Time of Day went to OCR’s Michael Oest in a 2007 GT3 at 112.948
(almost 2 minutes)! Second TTOD was
Steve Abbott in a 1999 Corvette with a
113.636 (he recorded a lap on video
which you can see at http://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Idp4T4fFtQU). The 3rd TTOD went
to 911 Design owner and event sponsor, Loren Beggs, with his 997 GT3
RSR. My best time in the HS class was
a 127.549, which was faster than all
but one of the faster HI-classed 911s.
Abran Rivera took 2nd in GS with a
156.256. At the end of the day everyone had a great time. My wife Janice
was again drafted to help out with the
timing and she has been officially
named a member of the Grand Prix

Region’s Timing Team! They have
even said they have made her a name
tag… so now she has to help!
AX #6. Instead of their usual
venue at the former El Toro Marine
Base, Orange Coast Region held their
only Zone 8 AX of the year at the Auto
Club Speedway on July 18th. They
used the large parking lot in the back
of the facility. It had been about 4
years since I last raced here and I was
looking forward to the large expanse of
asphalt. As extremely hot temperatures
were predicted for this July event, a lot
of registered drivers didn’t show up.
While it was hot, there was a nice
breeze all day so it never became terribly hot. Abran Rivera wasn’t able to
make this race because he was on a
business trip. Janice and I got our awning set up and invited several acquaintances to join us in the shade. My student at this event was new to autocross, but he was driving a purposebuilt racing 914! I thought to myself
that this could be interesting. It turned
Winding Roads/October 2010/Page 7

out that he was a great guy and he had
prepared food and snacks for the other
drivers which he served from his recently purchased motor home. Chocolate covered strawberries anyone? It
turned out he was a pretty good driver,
as well as a good cook. One of the
chronic problems at autocross events
is that during the later sessions some
drivers go home early rather than work
their sessions on the track. This results
in the last run group not having enough
course workers to man the corner stations. This happened to me and I got
stuck on the track until my run group
had already started! GRRRRR! Luckily
I was able to focus my anger and ran
some really good laps. The top time of
the day was Steven Abbott in his Corvette with a 58.950, followed very
closely by David Palmquist in his 1969
911 (FI) with a 59.42. My best time
was a 64.290. One of the fun things
that OCR does is called a bench racing
index (BRI), which handicaps the cars.
I managed to get a 5th place overall on
the BRI which made my day!
AX #7. August 22nd, San Diego
at last! I wasn’t sure that SDR was going to host a Zone 8 autocross this
year because nothing was on the official Zone calendar. However, Abran
Rivera mentioned that he had seen an
SDR autocross appear on the calendar

about a month before the event. Needless to say, I signed up immediately!
Unfortunately Abran was stuck going
on a trip to Hawaii with his wife… some
people have to get their priorities
straightened out! My wife and I arrived
at the track a little after 7:00am and
found our friend Kent Verderico already in place. We staked out a parking spot next to his Porsche under the
trolley tracks (which provide nice
shade all day long). For San Diego, the
turnout seemed kind of light with only
90 cars running rather than the 100+ I
have seen in the past. But that was
okay because it meant we all got more
laps! The weather forecasts were for a
hot day but it turned out to be beautiful
with a nice breeze blowing in from the
ocean. The tracks at the Qualcomm
Stadium are always fast and challenging with elevation changes, off and oncamber turns, fast sweepers and slaloms. There was one interesting section where you had a choice to take
two different sections of the track
which puzzled Kent and I as we walked
the track. Neither of us had ever seen
anything like it before! The track was a
lot of fun with each driver getting five
laps per session. On my last timed lap
I had something unusual happen. I was
screaming towards a corner and a Nerf
football left by a football fan the night

before came rolling across the track in
front of me! I probably should have
taken a rerun but I was happy with my
time in spite of the distraction. The top
time of day was a 68.02 by Mark Kinninger in a 1981 911 (IM). My best lap
time was a 76.08 while Kent had a
75.48. I was gunning for Kent but
couldn’t squeeze out that last second! I
did better on the BRI coming in 11th out
of 90 drivers. Kent came in 30th on the
BRI so my honor was assuaged. I love
the BRI!
The next two Zone 8 autocrosses will be close to home. The
Zone 8 Challenge autocross will be at
the Buttonwillow infield track on October 3rd, followed by a DE/AX at the
Streets of Willow on October 4th. That’s
right… two consecutive days of racing!
Both of these are entry level events so
if you want to learn more about your
Porsche in a safe environment, be sure
to sign up for one (or both) of these
events! See you at the track! 3
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Remembering Rob Rossitto...
By Janice Witteried
Photos provided by David Witteried &
Skip Carter

t is with great sadness that I am
writing this as we mourn the loss
of one of our members, Rob
(Coolhand) Rossitto. Rob passed away
Monday, August 30th. He was a very
active participant in the Zone 8 autocross series. David Witteried and Rob
often traveled together, going as far
away as Arizona to compete with their
cars. We became very good friends as
the years passed. Rob always had a
smile on his face and he was a very
popular figure at all the events.
Rob was confined to a wheelchair after a motorcycle accident a few
years ago, but this didn’t stop him from
getting into his Porsche 928 and showing other auto crossers how it should
be done. He often instructed new racers on how to drive the courses correctly. Rob held first place in his class
for several years and was awarded
several trophies at our annual PCA
Zone 8 awards banquet. Rob never let
the fact he was in a wheelchair prevent
him from helping out at the races. I
would always laugh when people were
asked to work the course and they
complained about it, while Rob was
always willing to help and would be out
there picking up cones at the end of
the day.
It was fun to watch Rob race
his 928 around the track. David and
Rob would try to beat each other’s
times and it got to be quite a competition between the two of them. Sometimes their times would get pretty close
to each other and they would tease
each other about how slow the other
was.
We will miss him dearly. I
know Rob will be up there watching
over us while he is enjoying his new
Porsche Spyder (that was his dream
car) with a big smile on his face.
Rest in peace friend… and go
fast. 3

Rob and his
son, AJ.

I

Rob and David
Witteried at a
recent autocross.

Rob received multiple autocross
awards from Neil Heimburge at the
annual Z8 Awards Banquets.

… just one of the nicest guys I’d ever met.
- Skip Carter, GPX Region
Winding Roads/October 2010/Page 10

Winding Roads/October 2010/Page 11

Vicky Hoffman

The 2010
Moonlight Tour
By Jim Gude

E

were royalty. The dinner conversation
was great as we touched on nearly
every conceivable Porsche topic! All
too soon it was time to depart. We
greatly enjoyed the fellowship with our
Golden Empire cousins and hope they
attend next year’s event, as well. 3

Jim Gude

very summer we spend a wonderful evening on what we call
the Moonlight Tour. Usually held
in Tehachapi, it is a chance to drive in
the cool night air and have dinner and
fellowship with our Porsche-minded
friends. This year CAI, joined by our
friends from the Golden Empire Region, repeated last year’s venues.
Highway 58 was closed due to an accident, so only a few of us gathered at
Souza Vineyards where we sampled
the local wines, visited the nice gift
shop, and greatly enjoyed our always
entertaining host, Bob Souza. The
Golden Empire Region was not to be
defeated! They worked their way
through curvy back roads (which they
loved, of course) and eventually 23
Porsches invaded the parking lot at
Pacino’s, essentially filling the eastern
side of the lot. Seeing that many Porsches in Tehachapi on a summer evening was great fun! Pacino’s is a popular Italian restaurant in Tehachapi that
has great atmosphere and even better
food. They accommodated all 23 of us
at one table and waited on us as if we

Winding Roads/October 2010/Page 12
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Book Reviews for Porschephiles
By Bruce Herrington— Riverside Region

Porsche: The Engineering Story
by Jeff Daniels (Haynes Publishing, Sparkford, Yeovil, Somerset, UK)

his book is a gem! For those
who think of Haynes as the Pep
Boys of publishing, it's an eye
opener. High quality printing, outstanding graphics, and excellent treatment of a subject, touched on but not
fully addressed by other authors, make
this an essential addition to a Porschephile's library. Some confusion over early model numbers may grate on a few
reader's nerves, but are irrelevant to the great story presented in this book.
Lest some readers be
put-off by Engineering in the
title, let me assure you that this
book tells a story, and a fascinating one at that. It begins
with an interesting discussion
of how Ferdinand Porsche's
successively important engineering positions, followed by
conflicts with boards of directors, resulted in the unique mix
of engineering talent at core of
the establishment of Porsche
Design. Along the way, of
course, Porsche designed the
first gas-electric hybrid, and
was the first (only?) race driver
to win a race in a production
car he designed. The Volkswagen and Type 60 chapter
shows new insight into the motivation for the Volkswagen
concept and of Hitler's rather
personal involvement, and how
much analysis was actually
involved in the decisions regarding the
car's configuration, engine and suspension.
This could truly be called an
eye opening book. It describes how
components were designed for maintainability (at least some of them) and
to minimize production costs. I was
fascinated reading how the 2004 redesign of the fuel pump, filter and pressure regulator in the tank eliminated
the fuel return line, reduced weight and

T

benefited performance and fuel economy by minimizing fuel heating. This
book is full of such generally unknown
gems of engineering wisdom which
abound at Porsche, AG.
It is easy to understand some
of the trade-offs considered, but others
are complex. The interactions between

cylinder metal and displacement, the
placement of clutches in front-engined
rear-transaxle cars, the influence of
engine exterior dimensions on bore/
stroke ratios, and the amazing discussion of how battery placement in 928s
affected interior noise. Even trade-offs
between exhaust emissions and fuel
economy (strangely these environmental issues work against each other)
are discussed. Every Porsche model is
discussed, including some interesting

models that didn't make it to production
(989, Typ 1966, etc.). They all have
some intriguing engineering aspects of
which most owners are totally unaware, like a special shape for coil
springs to allow maximum front suspension travel with minimum hood
height.
The gems of engineering wisdom presented
make this book a truly fascinating read for anyone with
the least glimmer of interest in
how and why Porsches are
built the way they are. If you
like to play "did you know..."
games with your Porsche
friends, this is your book.
While some classic
pictures from Porsche Archives are included, the book
contains a wealth of cutaway/
x-ray drawings of whole cars
and individual components.
There also are many pictures
this reviewer had never seen,
like factory models I never
new existed, a 924 Turbo with
twin hood scoops and 928
headlights! Stemming from
the British motoring press, this
is refreshingly different from
what we Yanks are accustomed. The marvelous x-ray
drawing on the dust jacket
makes the book well worth
keeping on top of the coffee
table stack.
Eighteen chapters
from Ferdinand Porsche's youth
through the development of the 997
(Gen 1). Inspiring for the budding engineer/mechanic, fascinating for the
owner/driver, this is indeed one of
those special must have books.
PORSCHE The Engineering
Story (232 pages, 8.5” x 11” format) is
available from your favorite book store,
or from Motorbooks for $44.95 at http://
www.motorbooks.com. 3
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Cool
Coast
Tour
Report
By Jim Gude
Driving through the trees at Montana De Oro State Park. Photo by Christy Stallcup

he Cool Coast tour is such a
pleasant trip, and after last year’s
success, we decided to repeat
the venues again for 2010. Last year I
wrote, “Solvang is great fun and Montana de Oro is such a special place,
having a serenity and beauty that only
nature can provide. A meal in the fantasy world of Madonna Inn is not easily
forgotten, as well. Of course, the sight
and sound of a colorful line of Porsches driving through the byways of
the coastal range makes what little hair

T

is left on my balding head tingle. The
camaraderie and fellowship of my fellow PCA members would be the best
part of the telling. These people can
make a trip to the city dump a fun and
special experience. Where to start the
tale? Why, at the beginning of course!”
We departed with a nice little
group on the morning of July 24th; Gail
and I in our 944S2, Abran and Alice
Rivera in their BMW, Dave and Christy
Stallcup in their 924S, Richard and
Shelia Semana in their Boxster, David

The tour group prepares to tackle Solvang. Photo by Jim Gude

and Janice Witteried in Janice’s Boxster, and Roy Jensen in yet another
Boxster.
We made quick and pleasant
work of San Francisquito, Highway
126, and San Marcos Pass, arriving in
Solvang in time for lunch. We walked
and shopped the streets of Solvang
having a nice lunch at the Bit of Denmark Café. After lunch, Roy diverted to
the motorcycle museum and the rest of
us continued walking and shopping
(the toy and candy stores where
among our favorites), ending in a relaxing visit to the Mission Santa Inés. Up
the road, we checked into a Best Western in Lompoc (very nice). For dinner
that evening we experienced great
food (bring a large appetite) at AJ
Spurs.
Morning brought a drive on
Route 1 to San Luis Obispo and then
to Los Osos for a visit to Montana de
Oro State Park. The park abounds with
stone bluffs overlooking crashing surf.
The beautiful bluffs are interrupted by
little coves with cozy beaches one can
have all to one’s self. A walk along the
cliffs brought us to a nice little cove
where we relaxed and watched the
surf. Walking the beach, we built up a
healthy appetite that was satisfied with
lunch at the Madonna Inn. I can only
describe the Madonna Inn as half fairyland and half cuckoo clock. Its unusual
architecture and quant décor makes
one think that they have stepped out of
reality and into a dream. Not only that,
the food is great and the prices are
(continued on page 18)
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Board Meeting Minutes
By David Witteried – CAI Secretary

No meeting minutes were generated
for the July 14th Board Meeting.

Vice-President’s Report:

No

report.
Treasurer’s Report: The club is
solvent.

California Inland Board Meeting August 11, 2010
The meeting was called to order at
6:25 p.m. In Attendance: Abran Rivera
(President), Alice Rivera (Treasurer),
Jim Gude (Past President), Roy Jensen, and Dave Alpert.
Old Business: There were no
minutes taken at the last meeting. P.O.
Box renewed. PCA APP released.
New Business: Roy will contact Marvin regarding concours trophies. Abran will send call for concours
judges. Need to find new webmaster.
Election ballots to be sent 10/1. Need
to have a nominee for president. Need
to file IRS forms for ‘07, ‘08, and ‘09 by
October 2010.
President’s Report: No report.

Activities Chairperson’s Report: Moonlight tour scheduled for 8/21.
Newsletter Report: One new
advertiser signed up for a 1 year term
starting with the October issue. The
next edition of the Winding Roads will
be released on October 1st. Submissions are due by 9/15/2010.
Website: Website needs updating.
The meeting was adjourned at
7:19 p.m.

California Inland Board Meeting
September 8, 2010
The meeting was called to order at
6:30 p.m. In Attendance: Abran Rivera
(President), David Witteried

(Secretary), Alice Rivera (Treasurer),
and Roy Jensen.
Old Business: Possible nominees for the Club President’s position
were discussed. The following names
were suggested: Janice Witteried,
Richard Semana, Lynn Barnes, John
Quick and Mike Forest. David Witteried
will contact the nominees and see if
they are interested.
New Business: Paperwork for
the IRS must be filed every October for
tax reporting purposes. Abran will file
the necessary forms. We must also do
a post card filling by October 15th. We
need to set up an account at the state
web site. Alice Rivera made a motion
to send flowers to Rob (Coolhand)
Rossitto’s memorial open house.
Abran Rivera seconded the motion and
it carried unanimously. The club budgeted $80 for the flower arrangement.
Abran & Alice Rivera and David &
(continued on page 18)

Tech Corner
By Tom Gould—TC’s Garage
common question I get from
new owners of older 911’s is
how to check the oil level. They
are confused by the oil level gauge on
the dash (the oil level gauge is in the
same instrument face as the fuel
gauge – 914-6’s and some early 911’s
don’t have this gauge), and by the fact
the engine has to be running to check
the level on the dipstick. A couple of
things that should help: 1) there should
be a decal on the rear engine compartment sheet metal that has the oil level
checking instructions, and 2) the
owner’s manual also explains how to
check it.

A

Guidelines for checking your oil
level:

- Never try to check the oil level with
the engine cold or not running!
- Always trust the dipstick reading over
the oil level gauge reading.
- Never overfill the oil tank!
Ignore the oil level gauge while
you are driving. It is common for it to
read empty, full, or bounce around in
between while you are driving around.
This is normal and not indicative of
what the correct oil level is.
The only time you should be
reading the gauge is when the engine
is warm and has been idling for at least
30 seconds.
Here’s the way to check your oil:

- The engine has to be warm (about
170-180F) and running at idle to get an
accurate reading.

Warm the engine up until the oil temperature gauge just gets up to the 180
degree mark (80 if your gauge reads in

Centigrade), or until it just gets up to
the first white line (about 8 o’clock) on
those gauges that don’t have a numerical reading. It will generally take at
least 5-10 miles of driving to get the
engine warmed up to that temperature.
Park the car on level ground, put the
parking brake on, and let the engine
idle.
Open the engine compartment
and remove the oil cap (remember that
things are spinning and things are
hot!). (If you have a 72, the oil tank
dipstick is accessed through the flap in
the right rear fender, not the engine
compartment).
Pull out the dipstick and wipe it
clean. Insert the dipstick back in the
filler neck (there is a little tube it goes
into), and then pull it back out and look
at the oil level on the dipstick. If it is
between the two marks, then your oil
level is fine. If it is at the lower level or
below, you can safely add a quart, and
(continued on page 18)
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Minutes (continued from page 17)

Tech (continued from page 17)

Cool Coast (continued from page 16)

Janice Witteried planned to attend the
memorial.
President’s Report: Got nothing from National on the membership
report.
Vice-President’s Report: No
report.
Treasurer’s Report: The club is
solvent.
Activities Chairperson’s Report: The upcoming Concours is the
only event on the calendar. The concours flyer was sent out and the trophies are done. So far only Tony Garcia is the only out of town judge that
has committed to judging for the event.
Dates for next year’s CAI Zone 8 rally
and concours were discussed. We will
propose May 14th for the rally and November 19th for the concours. Ideas for
a driving event were kicked around. An
autocross co-hosted with another region was one idea and a performance
driving clinic was another.
Newsletter Report: An e-mail
report was submitted by Doug Hoffman
in which he stated the October issue is
in-work and he was invoicing new advertisers. Next newsletter will be out by
October 1st.
Website: Position vacant, volunteer needed. The club needs to purchase a copy of Adobe Dreamweaver
for the next webmaster.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:15
p.m. 3

then recheck the level. You want the
level to read somewhere near the middle of the two marks. The difference
between the 2 marks is 1.5 – 2 quarts,
depending on the year of car.
Don’t over fill the oil tank! Excessive oil in the tank could cause
rough running and a smoking exhaust.
As you check your oil on the dipstick,
look at your oil level gauge and see
what it is reading. Make a mental note
of what the oil level gauge reads compared to the level on the dipstick. Over
time, you can get a good idea what the
oil level gauge is actually telling you.
Remember that the dipstick is always
correct, so if you get a funny gauge
reading check the dipstick for the correct level. Make sure you put the dipstick back in the tube and put the oil
cap back on!
If you don’t have a dipstick,
make sure you get the correct one for
your tank. There are 5 different dipsticks for the 65-89 911’s: 65-71, 72,
73, 74-80, and 81-89. The 914-6 uses
a different dipstick, too. Finally, the 7380 911’s use the later (81-89) dipstick
if the oil level sending unit in the oil
tank has been replaced, so be mindful
of that, as well. 3
Editor’s Note: If you have any
questions, you can reach Tom at
TCsGarage.com, (760) 295-3330 during business hours, or e-mail him at
tom@tcsgarage.com.

reasonable. I think the ladies enjoyed
the hot pink fairyland-like dining room
and the men where entertained by the
exotic urinals (yes urinals). I suppose I
must describe them. The most popular
men’s room is a stone grotto with a
waterfall for a urinal (don’t stand too
close). The other men’s room features
a water wheel filling a copper trough. I
don’t think the ladies had such amusing arrangements.
Like all good times, it passed
all too quickly, and soon it was time to
depart. So with many regrets, we gathered up and set off for home. Most of
us opted for a date with Highway 166.
This byway consists of long sweeping
curves, ample places to pass, and
wonderful scenery; an excellent Porsche road! We managed to stay together until Tehachapi, where I last
saw Janice and David cruising past in
their (her) Boxster. Such a fun time
leaves me looking forward to the next
tour. 3

Coves (and clouds) abound at
Montana De Oro State Park.
Photo by David Witteried

Winding Roads/October 2010/Page 18

PCA Zone 8 Staff/
Zone 8 Representative
Michael Dolphin
carrera3@msn.com

Club Racing Coordinator
Vince Knauf
vvvince@aol.com

Time Trail Chair
Paul Young
pdyoung@cox.net

Autocross Chair
Neil Heimburge
porschebadboy@cox.net

Rally Chair
Tom Gould
tcg3@aol.com

Web Master
Ken Short
webmaster@zone8.org

Concours Chair
Joe Nedza
jcnedza@aol.com

Rules Coordinator
Tom Brown
tb911@adelphia.net

Treasurer
Linda Cobarrubias
MS993@aol.com

Commercial Ad Information/
All ads are also posted, with a web link if desired, on
our website http://cai.pca.org.
The deadline for submitting new commercial ads (or
for making changes to existing ads) is the 15th of the
month preceding the month of publication.

1 Qtr

2 Qtr

3 Qtr

Annual

Business Card

$30

$57

$82

$104

Quarter Page

$80

$152

$218

$278

Half Page

$145

$276

$396

$505

Full Page

$270

$513

$737

$940

Please direct all questions to Doug Hoffman at:
CAI.Winding.Roads@gmail.com

Please see http://cai.pca.org/NewsLetter/ComAd.pdf for more details.

Classified Ad Information/
There is NO CHARGE for PCA members.
Non-member ads are $25 for each 25 words (per issue) and
there is no extra charge to include a photo.
All ads are also posted, with a web link if desired, on our
website http://cai.pca.org.

The deadline for submitting new classified ads (or for making
changes to existing ads) is the 15th of the month preceding
the month of publication.
Please direct all questions to Doug Hoffman at:
CAI.Winding.Roads@gmail.com
PCA’s “The Mart”: http://www.pca.org/TheMart/TheMart.aspx

We reserve the right to edit or refuse to print any ad.

Useful Links/
Porsche AG’s US Website
http://www.porsche.com/usa/

Los Angeles Region
http://www.pcala.com

PCA National
http://www.pca.org/

Orange Coast Region
http://www.pcaocr.org

Zone 8 Homepage
http://zone8.pca.org/

Santa Barbara Region
http://www.pcasb.org

Cal Central Region
http://ccc.pca.org

San Diego Region
http://www.pcasdr.org

Golden Empire Region
http://gem.pca.org

San Gabriel Region
http://vista.pca.org/sgb

Grand Prix Region
http://gpx.pca.org

Riverside Region
http://www.riversidepca.org/
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