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California Inland Region
Event Calendar — http://cai.pca.org

See event flyer in this issue

or visit the web site

March 2008
1
CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30 Greenhouse Café
1
CAI Board meeting after the breakfast meeting.
1-2
LVR Driver’s Ed at Spring Mountain.
16
OCR Zone 8 Autocross at El Toro.

January 2008
5
CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30 Greenhouse Café
5
CAI Board meeting after the breakfast meeting.
12
CAI Breakfast Meeting in Santa Clarita @ 9:30
Mimi’s Café
19
Zone 8 President's Meeting and Awards Banquet
26
CAI Death Valley Tour, Jim Gude 760.762.7381.

April
5
4-6
13
26
27

February 2008
2
CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30 Greenhouse Café
2
CAI Board meeting after the breakfast meeting.
9
CAI Breakfast Meeting in Santa Clarita @ 9:30
Mimi’s Café.
9
CAI Valentine’s Progressive Dinner, POC Alice
Rivera, 661.772.0379 or arivera@dslextreme.com

CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30 Greenhouse Café
Z8 Speed Fest at California Speedway
OCR Z8 Autocross at El Toro
SBR Z8 Rally
SGV Z8 Concours

If you have any ideas or suggestions contact Mary Ann Paré at 661.256.3486 or rmapare@yahoo.com.
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Bumper Smiles
By David Witteried — Editor
Bumper Smiles
I hope everybody had
a safe and enjoyable
holiday! As I write
this we are making
our “Santa” trip north
to Vacaville to visit
family and drop off gifts for the grandchildren. There is nothing like a six
hour drive to give you time to buckle
down and work. This will be my sixth
year as your newsletter editor and I
have begun to think that it may be time
to train a new editor to take over the
job so I can pursue some other interests. If you are interested contact me
and we can discuss the tools you would
need for the job. The main thing is to
make a commitment to get the newsletter out on time and on a regular basis.
The newsletter editor’s job is one of the
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most important in the region as it is the
window through which members and
prospective members see the club and
it’s activities.
This month’s issue has an interesting article written by my youngest contributing author, Elizabeth Alpert (16),
about the November after breakfast
tour to the Nethercutt Collection. I have visited the Nethercutt Collection
several times
and it has always
been a fascinating experience.
The collection’s
theme is
“functional fine Elizabeth Alpert. Photo
art.” The empha- by David Witteried.

sis is on “functional” as everything in
the collection works and is demonstrated or can be used by the visitors. I
hope you enjoy reading her story as
much as I did.
Rich Paré also provided a story
and photos about his “by invitation”
visit to the Porsche Experience at the
LA Auto Show this year.
With 2007 being a wrap let’s see
what we accomplished last year as a
club… We had 15 breakfast meetings
with 3 of those being the new Santa
Clarita Valley breakfast meetings.
There were 11 other events including
tours, a Zone 8 Rally, and a Zone 8
Autocross we co hosted. We were the
Zone 8 Small Region of the Year award
recipient for 2006, and several of our
members have participated competi(Continued on page 8)
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Highways, Byways &
Tracks
By Jim Gude— President
Happenings: The Holiday party was great
with a wonderful turnout, great gifts and
silent auction. Our outgoing Zone 8 rep, Beverly Giffin-Frohm,
again honored us with her presence
(she will be missed). Our thanks to all
who helped make this such a special
event. We have a bit of a lull during the
holidays but 2008 will be dynamite.
We will be starting the year with a tour
to Death Valley. We anticipate a lot of
bumpy dirt roads so this one is best
suited for Cayennes, pick ups and sport
utes; watch our newsletter and web site
for details. We also will be hosting two
Zone 8 events, our usual rally and our
first concours.
Why Drive a 944? Considering the
broad selection of deliciously wonderful Porsche cars, I am often asked
“Why do you drive a 944?” My usual
reply is “Why not?” I answer in that
way as on some occasions I am not
being asked an honest question; on
some occasions the inquisitor is really
implying that in some way I have an
inferior Porsche. Let’s get one thing
straight, there are no inferior Porsches!
Some Porsches are more desirable than
others, some cost more than others and
some are actually better than others. A
good 944 is in most ways a better car
than, but no way near as desirable as, a
1957 Speedster. A new 911 is a certainly a better car, more desirable and
much more expensive than a 944. A
Carrera GT is probably a better car than
a 904 but – well you get the idea. Obviously when I chose the 944 I was not
considering a 57 Speedster or a new
911; I was considering cars in a certain
price range as cost was the biggest issue (since I only buy toys with cash). A
more honest question would be “I am
curious as to why you picked a 944
when you could have bought an early
911 or a really clean 914 for the same
money?” Now that is an honest ques-

http://cai.pca.org

tion, one worth answering, and the subject of this part of the column.
The best place to start is the story
of when (some ten years ago) I bought
my first 944. My criteria were simple;
the car, in spirit, was a replacement for
my dear old BMW 2002. I was seeking
a dependable, pre-smog, rust free, enthusiast’s car that would not break the
bank. What I truly had in mind was a
pre-smog 911 or 912 but I kept an open
mind as I shopped. I drove everything I
could get my hands on, 240Zs,
300ZXs, Corvettes, MGBs, MR2s,
Miatas, RX7s, Triumphs, 914s, 912s
911s and 944s. The Porsches drove the
best but some required smog testing.
The English stuff was obsolescent,
clunky and noisy; so I decided to con-

centrate on the latest of the pre-smog
sports cars. The Z cars and RX7s were
loose and sloppy in their old age; the
Porsches (with their original high quality shining through) were not. I never
found a decent 914 (they are out there,
I just didn’t find one) and I settled on
two cars, a tired old 911T and a cherry
looking 912. The 911T needed everything and when I lifted the carpet pavement stared back at me through the rust
holes. On to the 912; it had a crummy
shifter (would not go into first) and
dysfunctional turn signals. The bright
orange paint and black interior looked
great! It did seem funny that the new
carpet was glued down tight. I came
back with a briefcase full of cash and
(Continued on page 8)
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The Nethercutt Collection
By Elizabeth Alpert
Photos by David and Elizabeth Alpert, and David Witteried
Our trip to the wonderful Nethercutt
Collection started off with a hearty
breakfast at Mimi’s Cafe in Santa
Clarita. My father David, mother Gloria, and I met up with Richard and
Mary Ann Paré, Richard and Sheila
Semana, Steve Barber and Diane Foderaro, and Austin and Patricia Wickes.
After breakfast we hopped into our
Porsches and an Audi, and caravanned
along the “scenic route” towards Sylmar, where we headed towards the
looming peach colored buildings that
make up the Nethercutt Museum complex.

Rows of vintage automobiles in the Nethercutt Museum building.

Our first stop was the building
adjacent to the parking lot, known as
the Nethercutt Museum. It is open to
the public without reservations, and is
free of charge. As we entered, we were
awestruck by the amazing cars in the
lobby. Each of us secretly picked out

which of the sleek numbers we would
enjoy the most.

After an extensive, authentic restoration,
the Bugatti Coupe was entered in The Pebble Beach Concours d'Elegance where it
received The Prestigious French Cup, and
in The Palos Verdes Concours d' Elegance
where it scored Best Of Show.

We split up, each wandering a
separate way, gaping at the orderly
rows of shining vintage automobiles,
from a bright red fire truck to a 1940’s
travel trailer. The members of our
group slowly trickled through the back
doorway in time to take a tour of a meticulously restored 1912 Pullman Private Car previously owned by Clara
Baldwin, daughter of “Lucky” Baldwin, and a 1937 Canadian Pacific
Royal Hudson Locomotive.
The Pullman train car was gorgeous, with dark wood, delicate stained
glass, and even a bathtub for the
wealthy Ms. Baldwin. It was in the
train car that we got our first taste of a

The tour group: Austin and Patricia Wicks; Steve Barber and Diane Foderaro; Rich and
Mary Ann Paré; Richard and Sheila Semana; Gloria, Elizabeth, and David Alpert.
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mechanical musical instrument, which
plunked away as we walked through to
the locomotive. The locomotive itself
was amazing. We took turns sitting in
the engineer’s seat, staring at the complicated gauges and grinning at how
amazing it looked.
Soon, though, it was time for our
group to take a tour through the giant
structure across the street, the Nethercutt Collection. We were guided
through a garage door to the left of the
real entryway, and allowed to wander
about until the guide clanged the bell
on another amazing old fire truck near
the center of the room.

The first room you enter is the “Automobile
Showroom” which was designed to replicate the showrooms in which these cars
were sold.

Of course, being members of the
Porsche Club, our group couldn’t get
enough of the ancient automobiles,
which are kept in perfect driving condition. All of them can run at any time.
They each have oil and gasoline in
them, and their tires are inflated with
the perfect amount of air. The keys are
even in the ignition!
When the bell sounded, we all
gathered eagerly around the tour guide,
and walked, or rode the elevator (which
had a tiny swinging chandelier and a
door that could chew an arm off) to the
next floor up.
On the outside, the Nethercutt Collection building is an imposing mass of
steel and concrete. However, on the
inside, the opposite is true, as we found
out when we rose up one level, from an
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intriguing basement to the glamorous
first story. There, we found the interior
decorated in the Italian Renaissance
style. Delicate antique furniture available for our use was charmingly placed
near the sparkling cars. Enormous crystal chandeliers and giant mirrors decorated the ceiling and walls. Marble
flooring shone softly beneath our heels.
It was like a palace, or as the guide
said, an old automobile showroom.
Of course, as we saw on the next
two levels, there are many things other
then cars at the Nethercutt Collection.
We walked up a curved staircase, listening to a piano playing itself, and
found ourselves looking at precious
antique furnishings, and a mass of hood
ornaments.
We climbed another staircase, this
time spiraling up and up which led us
to a room filled with mechanical musical instruments. In that room was a
sampling of everything, from pipe organs with hundreds of pipes in our
view, and thousands clustered in hidden rooms, to colossal orchestras in a
box, also known as Orchestrions. The
lights were dimmed, and we heard a
magnificent concert from the wondrous
machines.

The Wurlitzer pipe organ keyboard which
controls over 5,000 pipes was demonstrated
for the group.

Afterwards, we were herded out,
into the basement again, then into the
soft afternoon sunlight. We visited the
Nethercutt Museum across the street
again, chatting merrily about the fantastic antiques we had seen, then our
group disbanded, wishing to own just
one of the amazing cars or opulent instruments we were privileged to view
in the two incredible halves of the
Nethercutt. Truly, it was an extraordinary experience!

http://cai.pca.org
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Los Angeles Auto Show —
The Porsche Experience
By Rich Paré
Photos by Rich Paré and Mary Ann Paré
I have never been to the LA Auto
Show. I have always intended to go one
of these years, but it just never happened. Maybe someday…

Porsche RS Spyder.

I received a call from my Boxster
salesman on Monday, November 12th
asking me if I would like to attend the
Porsche Experience at the LA Auto
Show on Wednesday evening. After a
quick check of our schedule I said yes.
I did have to rearrange a couple things
but “priorities are priorities!” James
made arrangements to get the invitation
to us with a friend of his at the LA
Convention Center that night and I
quickly got on the internet and made
hotel reservations. The nearest hotel (of
the chain I frequent) was near LAX.
Everything else in town was already
booked solid. Since Los Angeles is
NOT my favorite city to drive in and
try to find a parking space, we went
down in our Ford pick-up truck. Additionally, trying to get across town at 6
p.m. and then finding a parking space
near the Convention Center was not
really to my liking so we took a cab
from the hotel which turned out to be a
Limo. Nice ride!
After finding James’ friend and
getting our invitation we headed into
the show. After signing in at the Porsche Experience entrance we entered to
a mega screen Porsche video covering
many topics, most notably racecars.
The first thing we see as we enter the
main room is the new Cayenne Hybrid.
This has V-6 power and is really a very
nice vehicle. I still prefer a V-8, but
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that would kind of defeat the purpose
of the hybrid! Next to the Cayenne is a
cutaway of the Hybrid which showed
all the hybrid components in red so you
could see how they were laid out. This
area also included a Cayenne Turbo
with a new interior color called Chestnut. With the available lighting the new
color resembled a terracotta color but
there was something definitely different. Not a bad interior color but the
exterior color would influence that
choice. A “base” Cayenne V-6 and the
Trans-Siberian Rally Cayenne rounded
out this portion of the display.
The next section was a display of
Caymans from the base model to the
Porsche Design Edition Cayman S.
Wow, there sure was some neat stuff!
Across the aisle to the next section
were the Boxsters including the new
Orange (as in GT3 Orange) Special
Edition Boxster S. A pretty neat car but
the option list isn’t very long. For example the seats were not full power
versions.
Coming back into the front portion
of the display were the 911s, highlighted by a brand new GT2. What a
machine, lighter than a Turbo and blazingly fast! A Targa 4S was next,
painted in a striking dark blue which

was parked next to a Guard’s Red
Turbo Cabriolet. Another new color for
2008 was displayed on a Carrera S Cab
that I sat in. The new color was called
Malachite Green and is really beautiful.
The interior was Sand Beige which
made for an awesome combination.
Another new color but displayed only
in pictures was Macadamia. It is a metallic brown looking color and is also
very nice looking from what you could
see in the pictures.

The Cayenne Hybrid cutaway.

There were two bars located in the
room, and the staff wandered around all
evening with a variety of hors d’oeuvres all for free. We were all treated
like royalty. All of the Porsche staff
was available to answer any and all
questions we had, and if no one was
(Continued on page 8)

Rich Paré tries out a 2008 Carrera S Cabriolet for size.
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Porsche “Web Cinema”
Announced
By Porsche Cars North America
Application Plugs in Viewers to Movies, Music, Rare Racing Footage--Even
Famous Engine Roar!
Porsche announced it has launched
a new "Web Cinema" on its Web site
that offers Porsche sports-car fans and
admirers the ability to view extraordinary Porsche films. This new Web
technology gives browsers a "virtual"
front-row seat to experience much of
what embodies Porsche's legendary
sports car driving. The site features rare
product development documentaries,
inside-the-factory research and even
brings the auditory passion of Porsche
to life with sounds of the famous engines from the German car maker.
All of this is now live on the Company's Web site, www.porscheusa.com.
"We are constantly seeking ways
to connect consumers to our exciting

http://cai.pca.org

world of races, rallies and sports car
driving," said David Pryor, vice president of marketing for Porsche Cars
North America. "With the new webcinema in place, viewers can feel a part
of the action anytime; and the engine
sounds truly are music to the ears of a
true Porsche lover."
In addition to audio files, browsers
logging on to www.porscheusa.com
will find the movies "True to yourself"
about the Porsche Cayman S and "No"
about the 911 Carrera 4/4S, both presented with the Golden Camera Award
in Hollywood. Reports from the American Le Mans Series and Transsyberia
Rally are also available.
Porsche Cars North America, Inc.
(PCNA), based in Atlanta, Ga., and its
subsidiary, Porsche Cars Canada, Ltd.,
are the exclusive importers of Porsche

sports cars and Cayenne(R) sport utility
vehicles for the United States and Canada. A wholly owned, indirect subsidiary of Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche AG,
PCNA employs approximately 300
people who provide Porsche vehicles,
parts, service, marketing and training
for its 214 U.S. and Canadian dealers.
They, in turn, provide Porsche owners
with best-in-class service.
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Bumper Smiles (Continued from page 2)

tively in the Zone 8 Autocross, Rally,
and Concours series. I have been a
member of much larger regions in the
PCA and I can’t say they had as many
activities as California Inland Region.
Not bad for a region our size! What
makes a small club like ours tick?
Well, while there is a core group of
members who collectively supply the
spark to make things happen, it is our
members who are the fuel that drives
the club forward. Why does the core
group carry on even when an event is
poorly attended? Well here’s why: It is
the excitement on a member’s face
after their first autocross when they
realize their Porsche is so much more
than just another fast car… It is the
new Concours participant whose preparation and attention to detail is recog-

John Bumgarner returns after riding as a
passenger with David McAlexander as his
instructor. Photo by David Witteried.

Membership
News

than metal! Rust is the bane of early
Porsches! I bought a nice little 944 and
never regretted it. Some years later I
upgraded my original 944 to my cur-

nized by a veteran judge… It’s the new
Rally driver and navigator scoring a
near perfect time on just one leg of a
rally where they felt lost most of the
time… It’s the member with a technical
problem getting more help than they
ever expected from a community of

By Austin Wicks — Membership

people they may have never met… And
it is the new club member discovering
the enthusiasm and welcoming attitudes of the membership at their first
breakfast meeting where the find that
indeed… the club is not about the
cars… it’s the people! Having a Porsche is fun. Participating in a club activity is even better. Leading an activity, sharing a favorite road or destination, or volunteering your time; so you
can see others enjoy your passion inspires your soul! When I talk to new
members about “why they joined the
club?” the number one answer is “It
sounds like you are having so much
fun!” So… volunteer your time and
have even more fun in 2008!
See you on the road!

what you do with the one that you
have. After all, the doing is the fun
part.
Thanks for Reading, and Happy
New Year!
Experience (Continued from page 6)

Anniversaries:
• Neil & Lynda Masco
• Reynaldo & Julie Garza
• Larry & Randi Murillo
• Robert Rossitto
• Gerard & Paul Suero

Years
4
2
2
2
1

Welcome New Members:
• Lynn & Lisa Hough.
• Eric & Colleen Sands.
Transferred In:
• Brian & Rebecca Miller from Maverick Region.
• Joseph & Quentin (son) Rice from
Potomac Region.
Highways (Continued from page 3)

tools. If (after crawling underneath) I
still liked the car, a deal would be
made. I jacked the car up and noticed
thick undercoating on everything; more
amazingly, it moved when I pushed on
it! I found a thin spot and was surprised
to see the weave of carpet matting; the
undercoating was not attached to metal
but to the carpet! Indeed, the floor pans
were more carpet and undercoating
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Jim Gude's 1988 944S coupe at the 2007
Riverside Region Porsche Timeline exhibit.
Photo by David Witteried.

rent 944S.
Compared to what most consider
the quintessential Porsche, the 911, my
little 944 is rather low in the status department. One day I will probably upgrade and that will be very interesting.
The cars that may be in my future fall
within an anticipated price range from
which I can choose from such delicious
cars as a 968, 944 Turbo S, 964, or
Boxster S. Then I could stretch it a bit
and get a 356, 993 or early 996. Then
again, I could keep my 944S and add a
prepared 914 for autocrosses, or an
older 911 for nostalgia. I can even hang
on to what I’ve got as I am already
having great fun! What type of Porsche
you have isn’t nearly as important as

asking, they approached us and offered
information. There was also a “goodie
store” and of course we partook of with
the purchase of some driving gloves,
and a 1/43 scale model Cayenne.
We ran into a few friends from
other PCA regions while we were at the
show, Mike Dolphin, Linda Cobarrubias and Doc Pryor and also our favorite PCNA parts warehouse manager
Terry Wells who we will miss after he
retires at the end of December.
Next year I will have to attend the
whole show, but during the week when
the crowds are not quite as heavy.
Hopefully we will also get another invitation to the “Porsche Experience.”

2008 GT2 at the Porsche Experience. Photo
by Rich Paré.
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Zone 8 Staff
Zone 8 Representative
Beverly Giffin-Frohm
760.727.6068
bevfrohm@yahoo.com
Autocross Chair
Michael Dolphin
626.798.2312
carrera3@msn.com
Concours Co-Chairs
Linda Cobarrubias
310.453.9602
MS993@aol.com
Doc Pryor
818.402.6264
lpryor9@aol.com
Club Racing Coordinator
Vince Knauf
619.287.4334
vvvince@aol.com
Rally Chair
Tom Gould
tcg@aol.com
Rules Chairman
Tom Brown
760.942.2706
tb911@adelphia.net
Region Coordinator
Gary Peterson
858.535.1800
gary.peterson@hrh.com
Time Trail Chair
Paul Young
619.449.1768
pdyoung@cox.net
Web Master
Tom Brown
760.942.2706
webmaster@zone8.org
Treasurer
Linda Cobarrubias
310.453.9602
MS993@aol.com
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Commercial Ads

For Sale…

Size

Colgan bra, was custom ordered from
factory for 1999 911 996 without license plate cut-out and “fenders covered" variant. Will also fit similar
Boxster front end. Brand new, never
used. Color: Black. $75 Mike Inman
661.753.9118.

Month Qtr.

Annual

Full-Page

$110

$320

$1,512

Half Page

$57

$166

$597

Qtr. Page

$25

$73

$262

Bus. Card

$10

$29

$105

Key
Position*

$190

$553

$1,990

* Key Positions.: Inside cover front
or back, bottom ½ of back cover.

Ad includes a banner ad & link from
our web site at www.pca.org/cai.
Deadline for submitting new ads or for
making changes to existing ads is the
first of the month preceding the month
of publication.
We reserve the right to refuse to print
any ad deemed inappropriate.
Send ads to:
David Witteried
9900 Susan Avenue
California City, CA 93505
witteried@charter.net

Classified Ads
No charge to PCA members.
Ads will be left for a reasonable
amount of time. However, please let us
know when the item has been sold.
Non-member ads:
$25.00 for each 25 words (per issue).
No extra charge to include photo.

924 Porsche Turbo wheels manufactured only one year) and very rare.
Complete set 6 X 15 in good used condition $600. Pictures available, Gary
650-968-8708
Fuchs wheels (2) 7X15 and (2) 8X15
$900 for set, all straight. Pictures available, Gary 650-968-8708
Dunlop Tires (4) 205/255 ZR16 –
Sport Maxx, New $250 for set. Pictures
available, Gary 650-968-8708
944 Turbo Rear Spoiler (86 thru. 89)
Used good condition $400, pictures
available Gary 650-968-8708
Porsche 944 Bumper Shocks – Used
in good condition. $20.00 each. Gary
650-968-8708
Porsche 944 Steering Wheel with
Airbag. Used - 4 spoke with Blue
leather very good condition $200. Picture available, Gary 650-968-8708
96 Porsche 911 Coupe. Arena red with
grey leather interior. 96k miles, 18"
turbo twist hollow spoke rims with
new Pirelli's, new brakes and rotors,
litronic headlight upgrade, Alpine CD
satellite radio, strong running, garaged,
will eventually be needing a valve job,
(using about a quart of oil every 6
weeks) pictures available. Priced to sell
$29,500 firm. Brian 818.381.6821.

Ads are automatically included on our
region web site.
We reserve the right to edit or refuse to
print any ad.
Send ads to (e-mail preferred):
David Witteried
9900 Susan Avenue
California City, CA 93505
witteried@charter.net
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Our Next Event...
January 5th
Breakfast Meeting
9:30 a.m. at the Greenhouse Café
in Lancaster.

January 12th
Breakfast Meeting
Mimi’s Café in Valencia (24201
Magic Mountain Parkway) at 9:30.

January 26-27th
Death Valley Tour
8:00 a.m. at Denny’s in Mojave.
See page 3 for ad.

