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California Inland Region
Event Calendar — http://cai.pca.org
July
1-5
7
6-7
11
14
14

August
4
8
11
12
12
17-19
19

See event flyer in this issue

or visit the web site 

September
1
CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30 Greenhouse Café
8
CAI Tour to German Autofest
8-9
Ventura Show (German Autofest) 
12
CAI Board Meeting @ 5:30 Zuma's Restaurant
15
SBR Zone 8 Autocross
16
SDR Zone 8 Concours
23
SGV Zone 8 Rally
29
CAI Tour to the Lake Arrowhead Timeline
29
RSR Porsche Timeline (Lake Arrowhead)
29-30 SDR Zone 8 Time Trial @ Spring Mountain

52nd Annual Porsche Parade - San Diego 
CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30 Greenhouse Café
SDR Cayenne Off-road adventure
CAI Board Meeting @ 5:30 Zuma's Restaurant
RSR Zone 8 NITE Autocross, 
CAI Breakfast Meeting in Santa Clarita Valley,
at Mimi’s Café in Valencia 

CAI Breakfast Meeting @ 9:30 Greenhouse Café
CAI Board Meeting @ 5:30 Zuma's Restaurant
CAI Moonlight Tour
LAR Zone 8 Concours
OCR Zone 8 Autocross
Monterey Historic Races, Laguna Seca
CAI Tehachapi Car Show/Mountain Fest. 

If you have any ideas or suggestions contact Mary Ann Paré at
661.256.3486 or rmapare@yahoo.com.
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Bumper Smiles
By David Witteried — Editor
Happy July 4th! If I
manage to get this to
the printer in time
you should be reading this as my wife
and I are enjoying
ourselves at the Porsche Parade in San Diego. This is our
first Parade and we are both looking
forward to the experience and chance
to enjoy our Porsche with new friends
and old. I know of two other couples
who are also attending from California
Inland Region so we should have
plenty of pictures and stories to tell in
August.
You may have noticed the abundance of postage on your last newsletter. The Post Office has come up with

some truly Machiavellian rules for the
new first class postage rates. Our postage went from 63-cents to 97-cents in
one easy step! To circumvent this I
noticed that if the newsletter is folded
in half again, we can use the letter rate
of 54-cents. Cheaper postage than before… but with an ugly fold and tape to
hold everything together, which I don’t
like. I actually designed the newsletter
with this fold in mind so at least I don’t
have to change the layout.
We had so many activities in April
that I am still running stories that didn’t
fit into last month’s issue. So this
months issue is chock full of event stories again! We have an event report on
the Yosemite Tour, Descanso Gardens
Tour, and Roy Jensen’s observations

from his first autocross event.
Thanks to everybody for sending
me their photos and stories, keep up the
good work and keep on having fun! If
you participate in an event with PCA or
some other organization, please consider sharing your adventure with the
club by sending in your story and pictures. Everybody enjoys these items the
most!
I would like to welcome our newest advertiser, TRE Motorsports. I and
several other members have used TRE
Motorsports with good reports from all.
Dave and his staff will be moving their
shop soon and will be having a moving
sale to clear out some of their inventory. If you’re interested contact Dave.
See you on the road!

Highways, Byways &
Tracks
By Jim Gude— President
I received an e-mail
from Our Zone 8 Representative, Beverly
Giffin-Frohm. The
message might be a
surprise to many, it
was to me! California Inland Region
has the largest percentage of growth,
and (as factored growth) is rated as
second fastest growing region in Zone
8! We added 11 new members last year
which calculates to 14.3%. Grand Prix
Region added 27 which for them was
an 11% increase. Six of the fourteen
regions in Zone 8 actually declined in
membership. I certainly was not responsible for our great growth rate but
other board members, and especially
you, the members brought this about.
Good going CAI!
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Don’t miss the new Santa Clarita
Valley Breakfast meeting on July 14.
This is the first of our new breakfast
meetings which will be held on the
second Saturday of every other month.
Those of us who come from the Antelope Valley will be caravanning to the
meeting, more details on page 5. The
regular First Saturday breakfast will
continue unchanged with this second
breakfast being started to better serve
our members in the Santa Clarita area.
Wow, second breakfast, we sound like
Hobbits.
I am often asked, as a Porsche aficionado, what kind of transportation
car I would purchase. This can be a
tough choice as there is a multitude of
cars available in the basic transportation price range. I recently had the

chance to see if I would follow my own
advice. My daily commute is 130 miles
so I usually van pool to work. The first
thing I noticed when van pooling is
how much I miss having a car at my
workplace. Lunch was a big issue. We
don’t have a cafeteria or even a break
room to which I can escape. The only
place to walk was through the desert as
the nearest restaurant (or anything else
for that matter) was six miles away in
Boron. Eating lunch in my office wasn’t much of a break, as the phone kept
ringing, coworkers continued to come
to my office with work issues, and inevitably I ended up working through
lunch each day. In February I had heart
surgery and a life style change was in
order. I was determined to at least have
(Continued on page 8)
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A Walk in the Garden, Descanso
Gardens 2007
By Jim Gude
Photos by Jim Gude
The Descanso Garden tour was an
“after breakfast” tour. That is, it followed our monthly breakfast. The formula is sweet and simple; we first pick
someplace nice and after breakfast, we
jump into our Porsches and drive there.
Like I said last year, “guys, we can’t
always be gear heads; sometimes it is
very pleasurable to use that sports car
to take our favorite lady to a place she
likes. To remain fair, lady gear heads
may want to take their favorite guy
someplace he likes.” Sadly, this year
Gail could not make it so I was without
my sweetie; it was still a nice walk
proving that you bachelors out there
can enjoy this tour as well as any.
Located near the intersection of the
210 and Angeles Crest Highway, Descanso Gardens is nearby and holds
great beauty. The drive over Angeles
Crest Highway not only offers great
scenery, it is a fantastic driver’s road as
well. We had my 944S, followed by a
911, a 928 and a Boxster; a wonderfully diverse line of Porsches to see
passing by. The gardens cover 160
acres with bright flowers, streams,
fountains and a Camellia forest. If you
tire of walking, a miniature train can

California Inland members at the Descanso Gardens. Elizabeth and Dave Alpert, Richard and Sheila
Semana, and Roy Jensen.

take you on a garden tour. The Body
Mansion was reserved for a special
event this year, but it usually has an art
show for those who tire of looking at
plants. After a couple of hours of walking, sniffing, photographing and otherwise enjoying the gardens, we had a

nice little lunch in the covered garden
at the Descanso Café. Hopefully we
will have more “after breakfast” tours. I
think all who participated enjoyed this
one.

Roy Jensen at the Japanese teahouse.

http://cai.pca.org
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Reflections On My First Autocross
By Roy Jensen
After having recently having discussed with David Witteried what
“autocross” is and how much/little
wear and tear it may inflict on my car, I
finally mustered up the courage to satisfy my curiosity at the James Dean
Memorial Autocross at Minter Field
just north of Bakersfield on May 19th. I
am very glad that I did!
I will address the car issues first,
and then give some thoughts on the
actual experience itself. In my estimation, unless you are trying your very
best to go as fast as you can, taking
your car to an autocross is not at all
hard on your car, more like a brisk
drive on a two-lane or mountain road.
However, if you do decide to push as
hard as you can, there will be some

David & Roy after the race. Photo by David
Witteried.

wear and tear, primarily tires and
brakes. Even so, it is well worth the
slight wear of doing this once or twice
a year for the increased skill and
knowledge of your car that you will
gain by trying your hand at this.
Now for my actual experience. I
made it to the venue a little before 7
a.m., and David was already there
along with a few other early birds. I

told the organizers that it was my first
time and they were very friendly and
helpful, as everybody turned out to be
as the day progressed. I emptied my car
of all loose items and passed “tech,” a
simple inspection to make sure the car
was “road worthy.” Any car in basically good shape will pass. Then after a
brief “driver’s meeting” we took a parade lap (one lap around the track at
very modest speed, perhaps 20-35
mph). There were 17 cars in three
groups, and one group worked as corner workers (resetting cones that were
knocked over, etc.) while another group
drove. The cars were spaced out quite
far apart so there was never the feeling
that someone would be gaining on me.
The starter knew to give me extra time
my first time out so I could focus on
the course without worrying about the
following car.
My first lap was at best
“tentative.” Even though David had
walked the entire course with me, I still
did not know my way around the
course and had to look to find my way.
As the day progressed I became familiar with the course and my confidence
grew dramatically. I think my first lap
was around 148 (seconds). I dropped
nearly 20 seconds in my first session of
5 laps. I made plenty of mistakes, approached turns all wrong and generally
drove like a newbie. After my first session David gave me a ride for his first 5
laps. I learned a lot about when to
brake (much later than I had been doing), and also about how to be decisive
when entering the turns. Pick a line and
purposefully drive through the turn. I
learned a lot in my short ride-along.
During my second session, I felt
far more in control and started both
experimenting with lines through the
turns as well as going significantly
faster, all the way up to “too fast,” at
which point I went off the course in a
big, but harmless way—can you say
“drove right into the adjacent field?”
Well, both the car and I survived and
on the very next lap I went faster than I
had up to that point. A little after noon
(Continued on page 8)
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Membership
News
By Austin Wicks — Membership
Anniversaries
• Eleanor & Mark Charus - 9 years
• Kimberly & John Crnkovich 9 years
• Elaine & Edward Friend - 10 years
• Ankit Love - 3 years
Welcome New Members:
•
•
•
•

Gordon Hansen
Michael Miyamoto
Dennis & Laine Neasi
Gregory Thwaytes

Santa Clarita
Breakfast
By Mary Ann Paré
Please join us on Saturday, July 14th
for the 1st California Inland Santa
Clarita Valley Breakfast. We have
grown so much that we now have 28
members (over 50 counting associate
members) in the Santa Clarita area that
we would like to include in our activities. We have met a few of you, but we
hope we can meet everyone on July
14th. If this is well attended, we plan
to do this at least every other month.
Thanks to Andrew Perez who has
reserved a section of Mimi’s Café in
Valencia (24201 Magic Mountain
Parkway) for 9:30 on Saturday, July
14th. It can be easily accessed as it is
near the I-5 freeway and there are
plenty of parking spaces for our Porsches right in front of the restaurant.
Andrew has provided the following
information if folks want to check out
the William S. Hart Museum and Park
which is nearby after breakfast. Valencia Town Center is also across the
street for those shoppers amongst us.
http://www.valenciatowncenter.com/
Those of us in the Lancaster/
Palmdale/Rosamond, etc area will meet
up in Palmdale at the Albertson’s near
(Continued on page 8)

http://cai.pca.org

5

Winding Roads

Yosemite, As Seen
From the Seat of the
928 That (still) Could!
El Capitan, Half Dome, and Bridal Veil Falls.

Having been a member of CAI for
about a year and a half (since I bought
the 928, an ‘88 S4, which now has
52,000 miles on it), I finally went on
my first club trip. Driving an almost
20-year old car one always hopes that it
will make the trip, particularly when
driving in the company of newer, faster
cars. On this trip I was in the company
of a group of Boxsters and a Carrera. I
am happy to report that the car made
the 700 plus miles without a hitch, even
the A/C worked the whole time!
We started shortly after 1 p.m. on
Friday from the Rosamond McDonald’s. Our fearless leaders, Richard and
Mary Ann Paré, led the group at a comfortable pace through the Rosamond
back roads up to the 58 near Tehachapi.

By Roy Jensen
Photos by Rich Paré, and Patricia Wicks
From there the rest of the trip to Oakhurst was a slow drive up the 58 and
99. We arrived in Oakhurst around 6
p.m. Our hotel, the Best Western Gateway Inn, was comfortable and affordable. After checking in, we met at the
adjacent restaurant, Amore Mio, where
we had a leisurely dinner that lasted
well into the night. The salmon was
excellent!
On Saturday we met for breakfast
at 9 a.m. and then headed for the National Park around 10:30. Our first stop
was the Mariposa Grove, home of ancient and giant trees. It was worth the
hike up to the aptly name “Grizzly Giant” (a truly giant tree). We then made
the hour and a half drive to the Yosemite Valley and had lunch before stop-

ping at Bridal Veil Falls. Getting
soaked by the spray from the waterfall
was a small price to pay to take in the
beauty of the place and it made up for
the disappointment of not being able to
go to Glacier Point as that road was
still closed. Yosemite is a special place
and this being my first visit, I enjoyed
both the views and the roads. On the
way back we were mostly stuck behind
slower cars, but here and there we were
still able to enjoy a few moments of
“spirited” driving the way our cars
were intended to be used. The day
ended with an early evening dinner at
Amore Mio.
On Sunday, we again started the
day with a group breakfast. After
checking out, the Parés and I headed

The tour group: Rich and Gay Bessette; Mary Ann and Richard Paré; Austin Wicks; Austin’s family: daughter and son-in-law Autumn and William Jenkins with
grandchildren Adelina and Andrew; Sheila Semana; and Roy Jensen.

6

California Inland Region

July 2007

Austin Wicks with his Porsche and mountain
bike.

back into the park intent on taking the
long way home. As on Saturday, we
entered the park through the south entrance and drove down to the valley
floor, and then continued on towards
the west exit. The roads past El Portal
towards Merced are terrific and we had
a chance to drive at a more spirited
pace until we got to Highway 99 for the
long “commute” home. Along the way
we had lunch in Mariposa, a small
town about an hour’s drive west of
Yosemite. Shortly after leaving Mariposa, we spotted another Boxster waiting at a stop sign at the intersection of
Highways 49 and 140, and when we
spotted a turn-out, Richard pulled over
and waived the other Boxster over as
well. We then had an enjoyable chat
with the couple driving that car. Ed and
Nancy Slater were the proud owners
and this very small world of ours suddenly got smaller. It turns out that Ed is
a friend of Richard’s friend and former
employer Bob Crites from Merced. We
left the Mariposa area shortly after 3:30
and arrived home just before 7:30 after
an uneventful drive home.

And then there were two. Rich and Mary Ann
Paré's Boxster and Roy Jensen's 928 on Sunday’s
drive through the park.

All in all, it was a terrific trip and I
hope we can do another trip in the fall
to visit the areas that were closed this
time.

http://cai.pca.org
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Santa Clarita (Continued from page 5)

Autocross (Continued from page 4)

Palmdale Blvd and 10th Street West for a fun drive to Valencia. We will meet at
8:00 a.m. and leave at 8:30, so either meet us there or we’ll see you at 9:30 at
Mimi’s!!! Looking forward to this great event?
Come with your ideas for other events in your area
or beyond. We’re already working on our 2008
calendar.

we broke for lunch, and I spent the
lunch break talking with a more experienced driver from Orange County,
from which I learned still more.
I should note that many cars spun
or got off their line and had to slow
mid-turn, so even the more experienced
drivers make mistakes.
Observing from the corners offers
an opportunity to study the various
ways the cars approach the turns, what
works and what definitely does not
work.
After lunch, in my third and last
session, which consisted of 2 practice
laps and then 3 timed laps, I followed
my lunch-time plan: First lap, drive
slow and focus on the best line around
the course, including changing gears
manually (my car is a 928 automatic).
Then on lap two I was going to do the
same, just pick up the pace “a bit.”
Up to this point I had left the car in
3rd gear, now I tried keeping it in 2nd
through the slower sections and only
getting into 3rd at the faster sections
(about 80 mph). So how did I do? My
first lap was a 138, followed by a 124.
I felt in control! In the end, my timed
laps were under 125 and I was very
happy with my progress for the day.
So would I do this again? Yes. Do
I recommend this to others? Yes! If you
don’t want to do “competitive” driving,
try it anyway, at a speed you are comfortable with. Nobody will try to make
you “go fast,” you are free to pace
yourself, and I can attest to “start slow,
build speed later” works much better
than “go fast” right away. Use this lowrisk venue to practice and explore the
braking and steering your car is capable
of. You will be amazed at how much
grip and braking power your car has.
That knowledge may just save your life
one day.
And, if like me, you have a little
bit of competitive spirit (though I
clearly have little talent), you might be
pondering how much better you could
drive with more experience and maybe
some better tires. I will definitely do
this again, join me!

Museum Information:
661.254.4584
information@hartmuseum.org
www.hartmuseum.org.
Highways & Byways (Continued from page 2)

a lunch break. I decided to buy an inexpensive car and keep it at work. Other
needs could be met as well; I occasionally needed to leave early for a doctor’s
appointment. I often have to stay late
and could risk riding in the van pool on
days when I wasn’t sure if events
would hold me over. My credit union
office is in Boron and I would be able
to access it on any day I wished and so
on.
I set my budget at $1,500. What to
buy was more difficult. A search
through the ads yielded a multitude of
cars so I set some criteria to cut it down
a bit.
A manual transmission requirement and ease of maintenance eliminated the big BMW sedans that caught
my eye; simplicity was the mission.
Small BMWs fit the bill and a 2002,
and two 325s made my final list. I
found some Porsche 924s, 944s, and
914s within my budget as well. Here
came the temptation… but they would
not seat four and I would be loath to
leave one at the plant; in fact I would
turn it into a hobby car and want to
restore it or something. The only
American cars that caught my eye were
very old. They usually lacked AC and
rarely had manual transmissions. Nev-
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ertheless, a 66 Ford Falcon V8 and a 64
Dodge Dart caught my eye and made
my final list. Several Volvos caught my
eye. They came closest to the spirit of
my list. The rather funky 240 series has
quite a following with the drive it forever crowd, so a 1987 240 sedan made
my final list.
What was the result? I overcame
the temptation to buy another Porsche
(it was tough). The BMWs seemed a
bit difficult to work on and their pesky
service lights that can only be reset
with a special tool doomed them. The
American iron lacked AC and I hated
the bench seats. I bought the Volvo 240
and have not regretted it. Every thing
works except the odometer which
stopped at 207,000 miles (who knows
how many miles the car has on it). It
looks good with its original paint and
interior still holding up. It has no sign
of accident damage and is completely
rust free. The deal almost went sour
when it failed my initial inspection. I
presented my inspection list to the
Volvo specialty shop I was buying it
from and they came through with a new
tire, new brakes, front engine seals and
a new timing belt. After their efforts it
passed muster and I bought it. The
Volvo runs perfectly with no apparent
mechanical ills and the oil level never
waivers from full on the dip stick; mission accomplished.
Thanks for
Reading!
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Zone 8 Staff
Zone 8 Representative
Beverly Giffin-Frohm
760.727.6068
bevfrohm@yahoo.com
Autocross Chair
Michael Dolphin
626.798.2312
carrera3@msn.com
Concours Co-Chairs
Linda Cobarrubias
310.453.9602
MS993@aol.com
Doc Pryor
818.402.6264
lpryor9@aol.com
Club Racing Coordinator
Vince Knauf
619.287.4334
vvvince@aol.com
Rally Chair
Tom Gould
tcg@aol.com
Rules Chairman
Tom Brown
760.942.2706
tb911@adelphia.net
Region Coordinator
Gary Peterson
858.535.1800
gary.peterson@hrh.com
Time Trail Chair
Paul Young
619.449.1768
pdyoung@cox.net
Web Master
Tom Brown
760.942.2706
webmaster@zone8.org
Treasurer
Linda Cobarrubias
310.453.9602
MS993@aol.com

http://cai.pca.org

Commercial Ads

For Sale…

Size

Black 1988 944 — Automatic, $800.
Greg Reed 661.275.0878, Cell
661.510.4172,
Gregory.T.Reed@Boeing.com.

Month Qtr.

Annual

Full-Page

$85

$249

$960

Half Page

$45

$129

$480

Qtr. Page

$20

$57

$204

Bus. Card

$8

$21

$72

Key
Position*

$150

$435

$1,680

* Key Positions.: Inside cover front
or back, bottom ½ of back cover.

Ad includes a banner ad & link from
our web site at www.pca.org/cai.
Deadline for submitting new ads or for
making changes to existing ads is the
first of the month preceding the month
of publication.
We reserve the right to refuse to print
any ad deemed inappropriate.
Send ads to:
David Witteried
9900 Susan Avenue
California City, CA 93505
witteried@charter.net

Classified Ads
No charge to PCA members.
Ads will be left for a reasonable
amount of time. However, please let us
know when the item has been sold.
Non-member ads:
$25.00 for each 25 words (per issue).
No extra charge to include photo.
Ads are automatically included on our
region web site.

Center caps for late model Porsche
wheels. Silver with black design. Condition: As new: $50.00 (set of four).
Mike Inman, inmanart@mac.com.
924 Porsche Turbo wheels manufactured only one year) and very rare.
Complete set 6 X 15 in good used condition $600. Pictures available, Gary
650-968-8708
Fuchs wheels (2) 7X15 and (2) 8X15
$900 for set, all straight. Pictures available, Gary 650-968-8708
Dunlop Tires (4) 205/255 ZR16 –
Sport Maxx, New $250 for set. Pictures
available, Gary 650-968-8708
944 Turbo Rear Spoiler (86 thru. 89)
Used good condition $400, pictures
available Gary 650-968-8708
Porsche 944 Bumper Shocks – Used
in good condition. $20.00 each. Gary
650-968-8708
Porsche 944 Steering Wheel with
Airbag. Used - 4 spoke with Blue
leather very good condition $200. Picture available, Gary 650-968-8708
Porsche 924 Turbo transmission –
Used works $300. Gary 650-968-8708.
Porsche 944 – Turbo engine 1987,
runs good, complete clutch & bell
housing, motor mounts, cross bar,
clutch (new), exhaust manifold, updated manifolds, updated fuel line. Pictures available, $2,800, Gary 650-9688708

We reserve the right to edit or refuse to
print any ad.
Send ads to (e-mail preferred):
David Witteried
9900 Susan Avenue
California City, CA 93505
witteried@charter.net
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Our Next Event...
July 7th
Breakfast Meeting
9:30 a.m. at the Greenhouse Café
in Lancaster.

July 14th
Santa Clarita Valley
Breakfast Meeting/Tour
Mimi’s Café in Valencia (24201
Magic Mountain Parkway) at 9:30.
From Palmdale/Lancaster we will
meet at 8 a.m. at the Albertson’s on
Palmdale Blvd. and 10th St. West to
drive to Mimi’s. Hart Museum tour to
follow. See page 5 for more info.

