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3 Breakfast Meeting, 9:30 @ Greenhouse Cafe, Lancaster
10 Holiday Party ! page 1
January 2006
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10 Board Meeting 5:30 @ Zuma's in Rosamond
Zone 8
14 Zone 8 Awards Banquet ! page 7
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4 Breakfast Meeting, 9:30 @ Greenhouse Cafe, Lancaster
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Paré, rmapare@yahoo.com, 661.256.3486.
14 Board Meeting 5:30 @ Zuma's in Rosamond
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Turbo Time
By Greg Reed— President
Photos by David Witteried
Greetings CAI members! Is it time to eat
again? Well, sure it is!
We CAI members love
to eat – and drive our
cars of course. Thanksgiving’s dinner will be completely digested by the time you read this, and
we’ll all be on our fourth frozen bag of
leftover turkey. Can we go out for red
meat tonight instead?
Well, I hope you had a Happy
Thanksgiving. Your club has been busy
planning for next year’s activities and
we need your inputs. On the 12th of
November, some of us will be heading
down to San Diego for the President’s
meeting. We’ll represent our interests
in rule modification/adoption, cover
changes in Zone 8, and get updates to
help keep participation high. Standby
for more news in next month’s newsletter concerning the meeting.

ging that we had 15 members and
guests and 11 cars. In October, we had
20 members/guests and 14 Porsches.
For November, drum roll please… we
had 27 members/guests and 20 Porsches! You should have seen the parking lot at the Greenhouse Café. We
filled the place and it made for some
nice photos. We had several passers by
who came by to talk.
Not to steal Neil’s thunder, but we
had 96 members on our role for November and we continue to grow. This
is a very exciting time for us all. I remember just 3 years ago when we were
trying to break the fifty mark. What is
spurring the growth? Good question. I
think there are a few reasons. The price
of Porsche ownership for fairly newer

models is one. For our Breakfast, we
had 5 Boxsters alone. Of course, the
Antelope Valley is growing too; but the
main reason is our efforts. The fun and
enthusiasm that our members bring to
each event is great. I still have a goal
for having a Porsche only car show at
the Rosamond Fosters Freeze next
year. Got to set your goals high, right?
If you haven’t been out for an event
lately, come on out and join us soon.
Now get out there and suck up
some nice cool air into that intercooler
– it’s Turbo Time. "

Ray Garza at the November breakfast meeting.

I certainly don’t want to forget to
remind you about our Holiday Party.
This is always a nice event with door
prizes, good food, and fun. Make your
reservations ASAP!
WOW! We continue to have many
members and guests at our Breakfast
Meetings. For September, I was brag-
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From the Editor’s Bench
By David Witteried — Editor
Well, the Thanksgiving feast should be
behind us and the
Christmas feast is
rapidly approaching!
I can’t believe that
it’s already time for
the holidays again and that I have published 12 more issues of the newsletter!
With our club’s final event of the
2005 season rapidly approaching I
wanted to reflect upon all of the activities we had this year. Let’s see…Our
club hosted 12 breakfast meetings, 6
tours, and 1 technical session; we also
participated in 2 local car shows, and
helped put on the autocross at the Zone
8 Speed Festival. In addition to all of
that my wife and I attended seven Zone
8 autocrosses in Southern California
and Arizona as well as the inaugural
PCA Escape to the Wine Country
event. No wonder the year went by so
quickly! If you have a suggestion for an
event let our region officers know as
they are busily working on the schedule

www.pca.org/cai

for next year. Two of our tours this
year were led by new members so don’t
hesitate to share your favorite road,
scenic area, or technical know-how!
This was the first year that we had
California Inland Region members participate in so many Zone 8 events. Rich
Bessette and I competed in the autocross series while Rich and Mary Ann
Paré competed in the rally series,
meanwhile Marvin Snodgrass was busy
competing in the concours series. I’m
looking forward to seeing everybody
take home some awards at the Zone 8
Awards Banquet! The Zone competitive event series are a great way to
learn more about your Porsche as well
as meet lots of enthusiastic PCA people
from all over Southern California.
I will be updating the prices for
advertising in the newsletter soon. Our
printing costs have gone up along with
the gasoline prices and the Post Office
will be increasing the price of stamps
as well. Also, we are sending out three
times as many newsletters as when I

first set the prices three years ago.
Check the back cover of the newsletter
in the January issue for the new rates.
I hope our overseas members have
been enjoying the club newsletter and
web site. I would like to encourage you
to share your experiences and thoughts
with the rest of the Region membership
by sending your photographs and stories for inclusion in the newsletter. I
think the membership would find these
to be quite interesting! Also, if you are
in the Southern California area maybe
you could join us for an event.
You will find an election ballot in
this issue of the newsletter. I would like
to thank the members who have
stepped forward to run the club next
year for volunteering their time. I
would like to encourage you to use the
ballot not only to vote, but to provide
feedback on things you would like the
club to do or do better. Please take the
time to write a short note with your
thoughts.
See you on the road! "
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From the Vice-President
By John Crnkovich — Vice President
Photos by John Crnkovich and David Witteried

September and October were busy months
for our club. Marvin
Snodgrass had won
trophies at the Ventura
Autofest and California Challenge. Rich
and Mary Ann Paré, David and Janice
Witteried also walked away with trophies at the California Challenge. The
weather has been, for the most part,
excellent for weekend drives. In midOctober the club made a drive to the
Claim Jumper’s Restaurant. I am going
to make the drive to Laguna Seca on
the Monterey Peninsula to see the unveiling of the new LMP2 racecar for
the American Le Mans Series.

quite warm. It was the first time I had a
chance to watch Concourse judging up
close. I was impressed by the amount
of attention to detail that was paid by
both judges and vehicle owners alike.
There were several beautiful cars and
I’m sure the judges had a difficult time
making their decision. After the judging was completed a very nice barbecue lunch was available to all who attended.

John Crnkovich, Janice Witteried, and Marvin
Snodgrass at the evening awards banquet.

A field of dreams!

John Crnkovich's new Boxster parked next to a
Cayenne.

I attended the California Challenge
for the first time. The weather was
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roads in the backcountry and the scenery and terrain varied. What made it
difficult was trying to maintain an average speed over each segment and look

That afternoon I entered the rally.
My wife and navigator was not feeling
well and did not attend, so I decided to
run the event alone. I can tell you I was
extremely tired after 3.5 hours of driving, reading directions, and watching
all my gauges at the same time. It was a
lot of fun. There are many different

for various points of interest that were
part of the clues. I didn’t do well but
did enjoy the competition.
After the rally an awards banquet
was held. The food was great and the
setting very relaxing. I want to thank
the people from the Bakersfield area
for a fun time. My battery is running
low on my laptop so let me end it here.
Until next month, I hope everyone has
fun driving. "
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A Weekend Trip to Laguna Seca
By John Crnkovich
Photos by John Crnkovich
It was a cool clear Saturday morning,
perfect weather for the drive up to the
Monterey Peninsula and the Laguna
Seca Racetrack. Kim and I left Rosamond about 5:00 A.M. to make our trek
north. We arrived at the racetrack just
in time to participate in the autograph
and photo session of the Speed GT
division of race drivers. Also the Penske run Porsche RS Spyder was put on
display for race fans to view.

View the competition will see of the RS Spider.

Laguna Seca is a large track and
Kim and I did a lot of hiking around the
track. We walked through the paddock
area up to the famous cork screw turn
at the top of the hill. While on the top

White Lightning Porsche leading in GT2.

of the hill I managed to get some fine
photos of Mazda Series vehicles racing
through the corkscrew. We then hiked
down the hill, over to the pond to see
the cars on display at the Porsche Corral. Near the tent was a beautifully restored 1970 917-10. Next to the 917
was a 935 Turbo which was in perfect
condition. There were also many other
cars on display owned by PCA and
POC members.
About 3:00 P.M. the ALMS race
began. The Porsche RS Spyder, a
LMP2 class car, qualified among the
top LMP1 cars. Sassa Maasen kept the
Porche in the top five cars through
most of the race. The LMP2 was positioned as high as second place, but fell
back when a driver
change was made and
Lucas Luhr took over
the duties as driver.
The RS Syder finished in sixth place
overall and easily
won the LMP2 class.
Our friends at Peterson-White Lightening
won the GT2 class in
a tough race with
Joest Racing for the
title. Among the cars
participating in this 4
hour endurance race
were a pair of Aston
Martins, a Maserrati,
and of course a pair
of Chevy Corvettes.
The race went on into
the evening and finished in the dark
which made this run a
much greater challenge than other races

Mazda Series cars at the corkscrew.

during the year. Overall it was an exciting day. The new Porsche Spyder is
going to be very competitive next year.
If this same engine is used in the Daytona Production car of the Rolex Series
it should be an exciting year for Porsche enthusiasts.

Entering turn three as the fans look on.

After the race my wife and I drove
over to Cannery Row. We had a delicious dinner at the Blue Moon Restaurant. The food was outstanding and we
had a great time. I hope you enjoy
some of the photographs from our trip.
"

The Yokohama Tire Bridge.

www.pca.org/cai
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Adjusting Cam Timing on the 944S DOHC...
Or My First Step in DeMickeying My 944S
By Jim Gude
Photos by Jim Gude
This is really about how to adjust cam
timing in a 944S (DOHC) but a little
background is in order. Years ago I
used to repair and modify Datsuns at
my brother’s business (Gude’s Japanese Auto Service since grown into
Gude Performance). My brother said
we do three things here: we repair cars,
modify cars, and deMickey cars. I answered “I think I understand the fix and
modify but what is deMickey?” My
brother answered “to deMickey a car is
to fix all of the Mickey Mouse stuff
that has been done by those who
worked on the car before you.” I soon
learned that deMickeying usually consisted of fixing stripped or broken
bolts, replacing junky aftermarket stuff,
and working with and around poorly
designed and installed aftermarket air
conditioners. It often took more time to
deMickey a car than to repair it.
After I bought my 944, as in all
used cars, I knew it would need a bit of
deMickeying. The car was a great
looker but lacked power; something the
seller did not volunteer but did admit to
when confronted. The receipt record
indicated that the car had recently received (from a Porsche shop in L.A.) a
valve job, new cam belt, rollers, water
pump etc. The recent work combined
with the way it ran made me suspect
that the cam timing had been botched.

Adjusting cam timing. Note dial indicator and retaining screw location.

The seller maintained that it was correct and stated that it was verified by
another Porsche shop (also in L.A.). I
was still convinced that the cam timing
was off and bought the car (at a discount) with the intent of fixing it when
I got home (first deMickey). Eleven
months later, I finally got around to it.
Yes I was right again (well this time)
the cam timing was off and when set
correctly, the car performed normally.
It turned out that the timing belt

was set correctly but the cams were
retarded the equivalent of nearly a
complete timing belt tooth. On most
cars the best you would be able to do is
advance the timing one tooth and live
with it being slightly advanced. Fortunately the dual overhead cam (DOHC)
944 engine can be adjusted about a
tooth each way without changing which
teeth are engaged by the timing belt.
This is good as the 944 DOHC is very
sensitive to cam timing! The Factory
Service manual specifies that the number one intake valve should be depressed 0.055” ± 0.004” (1.4 mm ± 0.1)
when the engine is at top dead center
(TDC) firing position for number four
cylinder. Mine was only at 0.009” so
the better part of a tooth makes a tremendous difference. Why was it
missed? Most mechanics only check to
see that the TDC marks on the cam
drive pulley are aligned when the engine is at TDC. These marks do not
indicate the relationship of the cam
pulley, to the camshafts; only the cam
pulley to the crankshaft. In the case of
my car the cam pulley nut wasn’t very
tight and I suspect that the cam timing
had slipped until stopped by the rotor
(Continued on page 8)

A view of the 944S Dual overhead cams.
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The California Challenge Autocross
By David Witteried
Photos by David and Janice Witteried

Early morning at the autocross; Janice Witteried,
Marvin Snodgrass, and Jim Gude.

The race on Sunday for the California
Challenge was a blast. We had a three
California Inland members participating in this event: myself, Rich Bessette,
and Jim Gude. Rich and I are both

regulars on the autocross circuit while
this was Jim's first autocross in a long
time, and his first with his 944S.
The track at Minter Field is always
long and challenging. This course was
1.6 miles and I was able to use 4th gear
on one portion of the track! My lap
times were really good, 98 some odd
seconds, which works out to about 60
mph average for the course. I think I
was entering the large decreasing radius turn at the North end of the track
at about 85 mph! My nemesis, Tom
Tweed, who usually beats me by 4 or 5
seconds, was about a second faster than
my best time, so I was really happy
with my times. Since there were only

about 20 drivers we got eleven practice
laps and three timed runs.
My timed laps went something like
this... We got one warm-up lap and
three timed runs. I decided to take a
kink on the front straight flat out for
my timed runs. I had been tapping the
brakes a little in this section during
practice. On my warm-up lap I tagged a
cone at the kink but got a 102 for the
lap. My best time had been a 102 during practice so this was promising.
During my first timed run I hit the
same cone again and got a 101. My
second timed run I gave the cone more
room and was flying through the course
when I entered a zig where heavy braking was needed and mashed the brake
AND gas by mistake! I got a DNF as I
blew through the side of the turn before
I got my feet sorted out. On my last run
I took a couple of deep breaths, thought
“be the car...be the car” and had one of
those Zen moments where everything
went click. I made it through the kink
without knocking a cone down, shifted
up to 4th gear and floored it. As the
decreasing radius turn approached I
held the gas to the floor until I was well
into the turn, then using the track width
to decelerate in a straight line, I
squeezed the brakes, downshifted the
3rd and went into a four wheel drift
making small corrections with opposite
lock and throttle to steering until the
tires locked up again and I could accelerate to the next turn. WHAT A BLAST!
The rest of the course went clickityclick with no pedal mix-ups and I got a
clean run!
Everybody had a great time with
Rich Bessette taking first in GSS with a
105.358, Jim Gude took first in HS
with a 115.367, and I got a second with
a 98.614. The top time of day was won
by Rob Bertrand, in AM with a 94.525
with his 1974 914! "

Bob Bertrand in his top time of day 1974 914.

www.pca.org/cai
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Cam Timing (Continued from page 6)

retaining screws. Little pen marks near
the middle of the retaining screw slots
(where you would expect them if the
timing were correct) made me suspect
that the shop that rebuilt the head simply put the cam sprocket back on in its
original position (close but not perfect)
and then failed to correctly torque the
camshaft retaining nut which allowed it
to slip. They left me something else to
deMickey as one camshaft cover bolt
was broken (a $25 part) which should
have been repaired while the head was
off. Instead they stuck the bolt in, held
in place by its seal, to be fixed by the
next guy (me).
So how often should the cam timing be checked? Since timing belts are
not identical and do stretch over time, I
think that this procedure should be
done upon installation of a new belt
and at least once after the initial belt
stretch has taken place. It is also a good
item to check if the car loses power.
Keep in mind that slightly advancing
cam timing increases low RPM performance and slightly decreases high
RPM performance. Retarding cam timing has the opposite affect. Porsche
VarioCam technology on later cars
takes advantage of this and changes
cam timing with RPM (very cool). The
rest of us must settle for a compromise.
Since it is very difficult to install
two dial indicators simultaneously, the
following method allows you to get by
with just one. Caution is in order as
getting the cam timing wrong can lead
to catastrophic engine failure. This is
not something that most do-it-yourself
types are able to do; if you are unsure
of your ability to do this correctly, perhaps you shouldn’t.
To check and adjust cam timing:
1. Disconnect battery (a safety item).
2. Remove air filter housing (10 mm
sockets and wrenches).
3. Raise car. I use special extra long
drive on ramps.
4. Remove the splash guard from
below the engine.
5. Remove the upper half of timing
belt cover (10 mm socket).
6. Remove spark plugs (plug
wrench).
7. Using the crank pulley pull engine
clockwise (24 mm socket and short
breaker bar) until it is just before

8

8.

9.

10.
11.

firing position for number four
cylinder.
Disconnect the forward of two fuel
lines (17 and 19 mm end wrenches)
that cross the camshaft cover (to
improve cam cover access).
Remove the bolt (10 mm socket or
wrench) to the bracket that attaches
the cruise control cable to the intake system (to improve cam cover
access).
Remove the cam cover (5 mm hex
bit socket).
Put the cam cover bolts in a safe
place (replacements cost $25.00
each!).

Dial indicator with extension.

12. Mount dial indicator (with fabricated extension) so that tip of indicator is resting on top of number
one piston. Be careful not to drop
the extension (or anything else)
down the plug hole.
13. Advance crank while watching dial
indicator. Stop crank at TDC.
14. Mark pulley and lower camshaft
housing with a fine marker pen (for
future TDC reference).
15. Retard and then advance crank to
TDC; verify that the mark is correct.
16. Retard crank to about 30 degrees
BTDC.
17. Mount dial indicator and different
fabricated extension so that it rests
on number one intake valve tappet.
18. Advance crank slightly and watch
dial indicator. Verify that the valve

is not moving.
19. Set dial indicator ring to zero.
20. Advance crank to TDC (using
marks) and read amount of movement. Remember that dial indicators usually lower their value as
they extend. In this case extending
0.055” would yield a dial indicator
reading of 0.045”.
21. If the timing is correct put it all
back together. If not:
22. Remove rotor (4 mm hex bit
socket).
23. Install three 5 mm x 20 hex head
screws into holes normally used by
rotor screws. Don’t over-tighten; if
you break one you have a mess to
fix. Torque the 5 mm hex head
screws to 4.4 foot pounds or better
yet (as it is more accurate, thus
safer) 53 inch pounds) This holds
the camshaft in place while tightening or loosening the camshaft
retaining nut.
24. Use a 27 mm end wrench on the
hexagonal portion (nut shaped) of
the exhaust camshaft to hold it in
place while loosening the camshaft
retaining nut with a 30 mm end
wrench or socket).
25. Once the camshaft retaining nut is
loose, loosen the three 5 mm hex
head screws that are locking the
camshaft pulley in place.
26. Use a 27 mm end wrench on the
hexagonal portion (nut shaped) of
the exhaust camshaft to advance
timing and the hexagonal portion
(nut shaped) of the intake camshaft
to retard cam timing. Always keep
the timing chain between the two
camshafts in constant tension. If
done right the cams move but the
timing belt pulley does not.
27. Adjust cam timing to 0.055” ±
0.004.”
28. Tighten the three 5 mm hex head
screws to lock the camshaft pulley
in place.
29. While holding the exhaust camshaft in place with the 27 mm
wrench, tighten the camshaft pulley to 50 foot pounds (a torque
wrench is required).
30. Check cam timing again. It may
take a few tries to get it right.
31. Reconnect the battery and spin the
engine a few revolutions.
32. Recheck cam timing and adjust as
needed. If all is correct you must
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Cam Timing (Continued from page 8)

and will get repetitious readings.
33. Reassemble with new cam cover
gasket and seals. Button it up and
enjoy.
Partial Tool List:
• Dial indicator with magnetic mount,
fabricated extensions (try coat
hanger wire).
• 24 mm socket for crank bolt.
• 27 mm end wrench to hold and
move cams.
• 30 mm socket for cam nut.
• 8 mm M5 screws to lock cam in
place.
• 5 mm hex bit socket for cam cover
screws.
• 4 mm hex bit socket for rotor
screws.
• 19 mm and 17 mm end wrenches for
fuel line.
• 10 mm socket for front cover and
cruise control cable. "

Rich and Mary Ann’s
Excellent Adventure
Parts Drei et Quattro
By Rich Paré
Photos by David Witteried
It was a warm clear day when we
started the San Gabriel Valley Region’s
annual combined rally with the Santa
Monica Sports Car Club. We were car
# 10 out of the chute and when all was
said and done we placed… Well now
wait a minute, I haven’t told you about
the ride yet!
This was a great and very exciting
rally and also a very looong rally, about
five hours of reading and interpreting
driving instructions. It was exciting
because some of the roads brought us
right back into our own Palmdale area
along many other roads we were familiar with. That made for a more comfortable drive, but when it gets comfortable, we also get into a complacent
mindset! And that can lead to trouble.
The final stop was at a Lamp Post
Pizza in Santa Clarita. We all ordered
something to satisfy the hunger we
acquired along this quite extended
rally, and then it was time to announce
the winners. Talking to a few other
drivers in our class I knew we would be

www.pca.org/cai

at least third. Well, when 3rd came and
went and our names were not announced, I started to go down the disappointment trail. Again when 2nd was
announced, it still wasn’t us. I began to
think that this too was not our year.
When the winner was announced and
the names were ours, I could not believe our luck. And believe me, it was
pure luck. We have a car that reads
high on the speedometer, and of course
as a beginner, absolutely no special
equipment is allowed. So, here we are
with two 1st place awards out of three
rallies this year. Things are beginning
to look up for us.

Mary Ann and Rich Paré, first-place in the rally
for beginners class.

The next event was the annual
California Challenge. It started on Saturday morning at the Lake Ming picnic
area, a beautiful grassy spot near the
lake. The day’s events started with a
concours and there were many beautiful Porsches waiting to be evaluated by
the judges. Our 944 was entered in the
“display only” class, so no fear of
judges this time! After all judging was
completed, we had a wonderful catered
lunch. Now it was time to line up for
the rally.
This time we were car # 3 and it
wasn’t long before we were experiencing the roads of Kern County. There
were many areas where we saw Porsches going in different directions than
us and all were thinking, “are we on the
wrong road?!” This
rally was (pleasantly)
much shorter than the
previous, (only about
3 1/2 hours). When
we finished, we had
plenty of time to rest
and freshen up before
the Awards Dinner at
Tony Garcia’s home.

David and Janice Witteried, first-place in the
rally for unequipped class.

Dinner was (as usual) another
wonderfully catered event and the food
was fabulous. But, not nearly as fabulous as the dessert! If you weren’t
there, well, you will just have to imagine.
After dinner the awards for the
day’s two events were presented.
Marvin Snodgrass won 1st in his
“Street” class, John Crnkovich took 3rd
in “Display,” David Witteried won 1st
in “Wash and Shine” and we won 1st in
“Display.” Additionally, Marvin won
“Best of Division” for “Street.” Next
came the rally awards. Again, David
and Janice Witteried won 1st in
“Unequipped” class and we won 1st in
the “Beginner” class. This is our third
straight 1st place win out of 4 rallies
this season. John Crnkovich also ran
the rally in “Beginner” but he was both
driver AND navigator which is extremely difficult to do. Even so, he
placed very well with that handicap.
All in all, out of eight possible awards
for our categories, members of CalInland Region won seven of them. I do
believe we all did our little region
proud!
We will have completed running
the OCR rally by the time you read
this, completing all five rallies in the
series. Stay tuned for the results in the
January issue. "
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Membership Report
By Neil Masco — Membership
Photos by David Witteried

A Christmas
Encounter
By Jim Gude

As the end of the year
approaches, I have to
say that we have enjoyed phenomenal
growth over the past
year. I think we owe it
to those members who have been actively recruiting when they see other
Porsche owners. Their enthusiasm for
the car and their outgoing personalities
must play a large role in their recruiting
abilities. Membership means different
things to different people, whether it be
a good social outlet, making potential
business contacts, or getting technical
help for our beloved cars, the PCA has
it all...and let’s not forget the

Rich Paré and Neil Masco talked to a prospective
member after the November breakfast meeting.

“Panorama” magazine and the nifty
newsletters!
Needless to say the more members
we gain, the more we are able to do.
Our most recent official count is 96
members, and I am optimistic about our
growth maintaining its momentum. It is
with that growth that I look forward to
what the coming year will have to
bring. My optimism is not just about
boosting numbers like some raw score
in competition, but getting to meet
more interesting people. The breakfasts
have been great opportunities to do so,

and I often regret when I have not been
able to meet all the new people there. I
would also like to point out that there
are many existing members who have
yet to join our activities and I encour-

California Inland members gather for the meeting after the breakfast meeting.

age them to do so. I think we have gotten to be a diverse group and everybody has something to offer whether it
is good conversation, a good idea for a
fun drive, or technical expertise. The
key here is that everybody must participate to get the most out of their membership.
Welcome new Members:
• Tony & Rebecca Arnold - 2005
911
• Sean Crouse - 1999 911
• Christophe & Marie Goncalves 1974 911
• Roy Jensen - 1988 928S4
• Douglas McDaniel - 1980 911SC
• Gayle & Per Pedersen - 2005 Boxster
December anniversaries include:
• Douglas & Cynthia Sharpe, 1994
993; 9 years
• Horst & Dominik Farnbacher,
2004 GT3; 3 years
• Alan Fedorow, 2003 Boxster; 2
years
• Howard &
Marianne Hill,
1989 911; 2
years
• Bryar Holcomb,
2003 911; 1 year
• William Swiontek, 2001 Boxster; 1 year. "

A Christmas letter sent to a friend of
mine who is a project manager at
NASA Dryden. Believe what you will.
Hi! I thought I would wish you and
yours a Merry Christmas; something
else too. Since you are an important
person at NASA, I thought I would
share this with you. Last Christmas Eve
I was driving past a small sand airstrip
in the Mojave Desert near Boron California. My little Porsche was running
fine and I was enjoying the bright stars.
Then, something in the sky caught my
eye. At first I thought I had been working too hard as it resembled my employer’s logo, the famous Borax
Twenty Mule Team. Whatever it was,
the silly thing plopped in with a thud,
made a lot of dust, and slid to a stop by
a dilapidated hanger. I was impressed
with the pilot’s ability to land the thing.
It was very fast and the glide ratio was
terrible. I drove up to the old hanger to
find nothing in sight. I was very curious; something must be stashed in the
hanger I thought. I listened quietly and
heard a jolly voice say “that was a
close one; I ran out of fairy dust.” I
decided that drug runners were hiding
in the old hanger, so I tried 911 on my
cell phone. Nothing happened, it was
dead. I decided to take a peek. After all,
if I was going to drive somewhere and
make a report I wanted to be sure
something was really happening. I was
trying to look through a crack on the
backside of the hanger when I heard an
animal snort. I jumped, and almost immediately I heard the hanger doors
open. I turned to make a dash for my
car but was blocked by an old bearded
man. He wore old coveralls and a
scruffy ball cap (advertising a crop
dusting service in Oklahoma) pulled
down tight. His granny glasses, beard,
and long white hair made me think of a
retired hippie or something. I turned
and ran down the only path which was
around the hanger. As I reached the
front of the hanger the creaky old doors
closed. Startled, I realized that there
was more than one person to deal with!
From behind me came a gentle and
(Continued on page 11)
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The engine was running, yet I slowed
to a crawl. The little 944 dropped like a
rock - but only for about six inches –
and I found myself cruising along on a
two lane road surrounded by farm land.
The whole thing lasted for maybe a
minute.
I would take five hours to get back.
I could hardly believe what happened
but there I was driving along. When I
arrived I checked the hanger. It was
empty, no bags, no glitter and no goat
droppings! Just a note (stuck on a
hook) saying “Consider the hat a
Christmas gift.” As for the glitter in the
car, I never found it; perhaps it just
vanished? For obvious reasons, I have
never told anyone else. What would the
people say? Who would believe me?
To stay safe, I simply call this fiction.
But just in case you are working on
something like I describe; can you
spare a bit of that glitter stuff?
Merry Christmas "

Christmas Encounter (Continued from page 10)

kind voice saying “It’s OK son, just
refueling, and loading my aircraft.” I
spun around yelling “Oh yeah! Well
what’s fairy dust then?” Just fuel, fuel
for my aircraft” the kind voice said. For
some reason that’s when I noticed the
cookie crumbs on his white beard. As I
thought about the cookie crumbs, a
squeaky voice from the hanger cried
“Sir, you must go, the satellite is due.”
He seemed so kind that I wanted to
believe the best. Perhaps, being near
Edwards Air Force base, he landed a
secret airplane and needed to hide the
thing. Still, this guy didn’t look at all
like one of Yeager’s disciples. In fact
he didn’t look like anything I had seen
except for, ahhh, no way! I excused
myself, jumped in my Porsche and sped
off.
Unable to forget the incident, I
returned on Christmas day to search the
old hanger. Foot prints were everywhere. Some small; some large; and
some that looked like they came from
goats; there was even some goat droppings. How strange, goat rustlers perhaps? In the corner lay several enormous, but empty cloth sacks. They
must have put the goats in there I
thought—weird stuff. On one wall, the
old coveralls and ball cap hung on a

www.pca.org/cai

hook. As I examined the scruffy looking old hat something caught my eye. I
stuck the old cap on my head and
looked closer. Then I saw it, on the
floor, the stuff that looked like glitter. I
found just a few grains and being curious I picked them up. Glitter all right,
wonder what it’s for? I mused. After a
time, I returned to my Porsche, climbed
in, and noticed that the glitter had stuck
to my hand. I brushed it off with the
old cap. I then fired up the Porsche; put
it in gear, let out the clutch and wow! I
was completely unprepared for what
happened; I popped off the airport in an
instant! I was climbing at an incredible
rate! I looked at the dash; strange, according to it I was going 20 MPH in
first gear. Out of habit I went through
the gears and as I hit fifth I was really
moving. I am not sure, but think that I
was somewhere over Arizona. I
climbed until the sky turned black and
the stars shone. Wondering how I could
breathe up there (which did not seem a
problem) I nevertheless became frightened. Time to act; I turned the steering
wheel and was amazed as the little 944
did a neat 180 and started back towards
earth. Soon I was crossing the Sierra
Nevada at incredible speed. The central
valley came into sight and as I was
about to slam onto a country road near
Coalinga, the thing sort of conked out.

Help wanted!

The
Winding Roads staff requires help
selling advertising to local merchants! If you're interested in this
position please contact David Witteried, Winding Roads Editor,
661.760.1413 or
witteried@charter.net.
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Zone 8 Staff

Commercial Ads

http://www.pca.org/zone8
Zone Representative
Beverly Giffin-Frohm
bevfrohm@yahoo.com
760.727.6068
Reporter/Web
Lawrence Loredo
z8post@yahoo.com
805.496.7987
Concours
Ziggy Szielenski
ziggy928@hotmail.com
760.433.3699
Rally
Revere Jones
zone8rallychair@aol.com
626.791.9433

Full-page
1/2 page
1/4 page
Business card

$75.00/month
$35.00/month
$15.00/month
$5.00/month

Ad includes a banner ad & link from
our web site at www.pca.org/cai.
Deadline for submitting new ads or for
making changes to existing ads is the
first of the month preceding the month
of publication.
We reserve the right to refuse to print
any ad deemed inappropriate.
Send ads to:
David Witteried
9900 Susan Avenue
California City, CA 93505
witteried@charter.net

For Sale…
1986 944 Turbo race car, well prepared,
fast and reliable, very good condition,
and ready to race, please email uscanvas@sbcglobal.net for additional photos
and include fax# for spec. sheet. Don
Sweitzer 713-270-6153.

Time Trial
Paul Young
pdyoung@cox.net
619.449.1768
Autocross
Michael Dolphin
carrera3@msn.com
626.798.2312
Chief Driving Instructor
Vince Knauf
vvvince@aol.com
619.287.4334
Rules Committee
Richard Price
rtp356@thecarriagehouse.net
949.218.3700

Classified Ads
No charge to PCA members.
Ads will be left for a reasonable
amount of time. However, please let us
know when the item has been sold.
Non-member ads:
$25.00 for each 25 words (per issue).
No extra charge to include photo.
Ads are automatically included on our
region web site.
We reserve the right to edit or refuse to
print any ad.
Send ads to (e-mail preferred):
David Witteried
9900 Susan Avenue
California City, CA 93505
witteried@charter.net

www.pca.org/cai

944 sway bars. Front 25.5 tubular and
rear 18 mm with fittings. Most 944s
came with a small 21 or 21.5 mm front
sway bar and either lacked a rear sway
bar or had an optional 14 mm rear sway
bar. This is a chance to upgrade a regular
944 or 924 to a 25.5 mm tubular front
sway bar and an 18 mm rear bar (as
found on late 944 Turbos and optional on
other 944s). $250 or trade for set of stock
16” wheels, Jim, 661.821.3805
Self adhesive wood veneer for
dashboard (never used) fits early 944 or
924. $50, Jim, 661.821.3805.

Put
YOUR AD
HERE!

WINDING ROADS
California Inland Region
David Witteried/Editor
9900 Susan Avenue
California City, CA 93505

Our Next Event...
December 3rd

Breakfast Meeting
9:30 a.m. at the Greenhouse Café in
Lancaster.

December 10th

Holiday Party
Bring your holiday spirits! 4:00 p.m. at the
Greenhouse Café. See advertisement on
page 1.

