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Bumper Smiles
By David Witteried — Editor
Photos by David Witteried
Having a broken
computer can be
bad... but in some
ways getting a new
computer can be
worse! Since I am a
do-it-yourselfer I
ordered the various parts to build a new
computer which arrived a few days
later. The following weekend I assembled the new parts in my old chassis
and fired up my new hotrod… success!
The computer fired up and I could be-

My mother and I at Zabriskie Point.
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gin the software installation. It is now a
week later and I am still trying to install the software after several false
starts on configuring the operating system(s). So if the newsletter is a little
late I hope you understand.
The trip to Death Valley was great!
My mother flew out from St. Louis to
join us on this trip. Over the years she
and my father had driven through
Death Valley several times, but always
at night on their way to or from California. All she knew for sure was that

there were several big hills that they
couldn’t really see in the dark, but
knew were there, because the engine
temperature on their truck kept going
up! Anyway, she had such a great time
that she is planning on coming back
with my sister next March. With all of
her enthusiasm for the visit I was able
to talk her into writing an article for
this month’s issue so you can share
some of her impressions of one of our
local attractions.
While we don’t have any formal
activities planned in conjunction with
the Zone 8 Festival of Speed this year,
you can still earn money for the region
by volunteering in a few hours of your
time to help out with the event; contact
Vince Knauf, 619.287.4334,
vvvince@aol.com, for details on how
you can help. Something new this year
is a historic run group which will feature famous Porsche race cars such as
the 917, 962, and 935 running at speed.
Several of us will probably drive down
together to see these famous race cars.
If you’re interested contact me, and I
will let you know our plans
(witteried@charter.net).
By the time you read this the Valentine’s Progressive Dinner will be
over. However, at the last board meeting we discussed organizing in a progressive dinner this October which will
(Continued on page 12)
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Highways, Byways &
Tracks
By Jim Gude— President
Photos by Jim Gude and John Bumgarner
On the weekend before
last, the club made a
trip to Death Valley.
We had a small turnout
as the weather was
rather bad; see the
event report in this issue. The good
news was that Death Valley wasn’t
nearly as bad as the rest of the State.
Last weekend we had the wonderful

The Death Valley Inn gardens where Jim
and Gail Gude spent their honeymoon.

http://cai.pca.org

Valentines Progressive Dinner; it was a
hit as always thanks to the efforts of the
Quicks, Friends, Semanas, Riveras and
all of the others who helped (there will
be a full event report in next month’s
issue). Our last breakfast meeting
showed us to once again be in full
swing (after the holiday lull) with many
members attending and many exciting
events on the horizon. Look for an
upcoming breakfast tour to the
Descanso Gardens following the Santa
Clarita breakfast on March 8th; I hope
to see you there!
Do you remember your first
autocross? I sure do and it was way
back in 1970! I was 19 years old and
had a little Datsun sedan. The event
(put on by the Moorpark College
Sports Car Club) was held on the
Moorpark College parking lot. I
showed up knowing absolutely nothing
about autocross. The organizers helped
me classify my car and lent me a

sweaty helmet before each run… I had
a blast! I realized that I was truly
learning how to drive a car and that it
was nearly impossible to harm the car,
much less get hurt. The Moorpark
College Sports Car Club held an
autocross every couple of months and I
rarely missed one. I soon bought a
helmet, added bigger wheels and tires,
a couple of sway (anti-roll) bars, stiffer
shocks and changed the carburetion and
exhaust system on the sewing machine
sized engine; those were very good
times!
If a dumb kid driving a Datsun can
give it a try, then why can’t you? I
suspect that many of you might like to
give to try autocrossing but don’t know
how to get started. Well the Santa
Barbara Region is holding a special
event just for you! They are holding an
autocross school on Saturday followed
by an autocross on Sunday. Their web
(Continued on page 12)
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DEATH VALLEY –
THE FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH?
By Joann Witteried
Photos by Jim Gude and David Witteried
into the unfinished pool.
We meet Rich and Mary Ann for
lunch at Furnace Creek and took a tour
of the gardens at the Furnace Creek
Inn. Dave and I had decided to stay
another night, so after the others left we
climbed the hill to Zabriskie Point and
leaned into the wind as we took in the
view. We again tried to make it to Artist Drive for sunset, but we arrived
there only a little earlier than the last
time.

Eating lunch at Stovepipe Wells. Joann Witteried, Jim Gude, Rich and Mary Ann Paré.

As I flew into California from St Louis,
Missouri, I had no idea of what my
experience would be when my son
David invited me along to take a trip
with the Porsche club on a tour of
Death Valley.

Surrounded by solid marble; Joann Witteried, Mary Ann and Rich Paré, and Jim
Gude.

After taking a day to get ready we
met at Denny’s in Mojave on Saturday
morning. It was raining and there were
reports of road closures in the mountain
passes, but Rich and Mary Ann Paré,
Jim Gude, Dave and I decided to head
to the valley in spite of the weather.
Yes we did run into snow and rain, but
nothing discouraged the stalwart group.
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We arrived at Death Valley with
the sun shining overhead and stopped
to check in at both the Stovepipe Wells
Motel and the Ranger Station, and then
had lunch. The clouds hung over the
snow-capped mountains and the colors
of the desert were bright and gleaming
as we sat at the picnic table and
planned our day.
First we hiked the Mosaic Canyon
and the boardwalk along Salt Creek
and then drove to Badwater Basin. It
was late in the afternoon when we went
up Artists Drive, but even in the evening shadows the colors were gorgeous.
The next morning we woke up to
the clouds sitting on the floor of the
valley, but after a hearty breakfast the
sun broke through and we were treated
to a beautiful rainbow coming from the
clouds to the valley floor. We then
headed up the Scotty’s Castle and took
the tour of the house after which Jim,
Dave and I took a new tour that led us
through the basement of the home. It
was an engineer’s dream. There were
Belton water wheels that generated all
the electricity and at least a hundred
batteries to store it in, boilers, pool
dressing rooms, and pool viewing
rooms with windows below water level

Jim Gude enjoying the unique weather on
Sunday morning.

On Monday we woke to a clear
sunny day, but while eating breakfast
the wind started blowing and our day of
touring the park was thwarted by sand
storms around the dune fields so we
headed home with stops at Father
Crowley’s Point, a hike to Darwin Falls
and a final stop at the Trona Pinnacles.
It was an exciting and beautiful
(Continued on page 9)

Joann and David Witteried in the generator
room of Scotty's Castle watch as the still
functional generator is turned on.
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Secretary’s Report
By Mark Charus — Secretary
California Inland Board
Meeting February 13,
2008. The meeting was
called to order at 6:35
p.m. at Zuma’s
Restuarant.
In attendance were: Jim
Gude (President), Alice Rivera (Vice
President), Greg Reed (Past President),
Mary Ann Paré (Activities
Chairperson), Austin Wicks
(Membership), Roy Jensen (Treasurer),
David Witteried (Newsletter Editor),
and Mark Charus (Secretary). Other
members in attendance were: Rich
Paré, Eleanor Charus, and Abran
Rivera.
Old Business: A brief discussion
regarding Region incorporation was
held. Roy Jensen will provide more
information at our next board meeting.
President’s Report: Jim attended
the Zone 8 President’s Meeting and
Awards Dinner on Jan. 19, 2008. He
accepted multiple awards for members
who were unable to attend.
Zone 8 Representative, Beverly

http://cai.pca.org

Giffin-Frohm, officially retired. The
new Zone 8 Rep. is Michael Dolphin.
Vice President’s Report: The
Valentines Progressive Dinner was a
great success with 26 members
attending. A discussion was held
regarding the venues for next year’s
dinner. Alice also reported that plans
for this year’s Holiday Party are under
way.
Treasurer’s Report: Roy Jensen,
gave his report.
Membership Report: Austin stated
we have gained 5 new members since
Jan. 1, 2008, but four members have
dropped out. We also discussed how to
retain members that do not renew with
ideas such as; contact before renewal is
due and follow up e-mails.
Activities Chairperson, Mary Ann
Paré, handed out a new calendar of
events for this year. Please submit any
suggestions you may have for an event
you would like the club to attend.
March 1, 2008 will be our next
breakfast at the Green House Café.
March 8, 2008 will be our breakfast

meeting in Santa Clarita.
Newsletter Report: David asked
for articles on past events. Information
was requested for upcoming events.
Web Site Report: David Alpert
was not present.
New Business: A proposal was
made to work with the Gran Prix
Region to co-host an autocross event at
Willow Springs Raceway. Volunteers
will be needed to learn how to organize
and work this event. More information
will follow at the next meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at
7:37p.m.
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Porsche 911 GT3
Wins Edmunds.com
‘Most-Wanted' Award
By PCNA, Atlanta, January 10, 2008

Fountain of Youth (Continued from page 4)

trip with very good company. Jim regaled us with many good stories and
Rich and Mary Ann offered me many a
helping hand to scramble up and down
the many rocks on the trails. Thank you

A park ranger dressed in period costume
conducts a tour of Scotty's Castle.
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all for welcoming me to the group and
giving me the opportunity to view this
most unique place.
Yes there were many park roads
closed due to mud or snow but what I
saw was wonderful and I am planning
on another trip to the valley in March
2009. All I could say as we drove along
the roads with me trying to look in all
direction at once was: “Wow”, “Look
at that”, “Oh my gosh!” As I told Dave
“I haven’t had this sense of excitement
anticipating what might be around the
next curve for quite a while.” I felt like
a kid again and that is a good feeling
for a 78 year old. So I will definitely
return!

Edmunds’ Inside Line Editors call
Porsche’s Race-bred 911 ‘an Unforgettable Thrill’
The auto editors at Edmunds’ Inside Line, Edmunds.com’s online automotive magazine, had a tough job in
2007 as they tested and reviewed 268
new cars and trucks and were then
asked to select only the best for their
2008 Editors’ Most Wanted Awards. In
the end the Porsche 911 GT3 endured
their expert scrutiny, scoring a victory
and driving off with this very prestigious and important award.
This year Scott Oldham, Inside
Line editor-in-chief, had only one rule:
the editors must have tested the car or
truck by Dec. 1, 2007. All vehicles
were eligible for all six slots—speed,
luxury, hauling, commuting, family and
instant classic. With no price cap or
restrictive ‘new models only’ or similar
requirements, the editors were allowed
to simply pick their personal favorites.
“The GT3 provides world-class
performance just a couple of short steps
removed from that legendary racing
iron, and it does so in a package accessible to mere mortals. This is the essence of the Porsche story, and it
makes this car an unforgettable thrill,”
said Dan Edmunds, Edmunds’ Director
of Vehicle Testing. Oldham added,
“The Porsche 911 GT3 is our favorite
Porsche. It’s as if everything that Porsche has ever known about fast cars has
been stuffed into this 911.”
The Porsche 911 GT3 is also the
base model for the world’s mostproduced race car, the Porsche 911
GT3 Cup. Produced on the same assembly line as the street cars in Stuttgart, the Cup car is the racer of choice
in the SCCA SPEED World Challenge
GT, the IMSA GT3 Cup Challenge,
and the Rolex Grand-Am GT Sports
Car championship, including this
month’s Rolex 24 at Daytona. The GT3
RS, the model with improved aerodynamics and a stiffer suspension, is the
basis for the Porsche 911 GT3 R/RS/
(Continued on page 12)
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Membership
News
By Austin Wicks — Membership
Anniversaries:
Years
• David & Janice Witteried
21
• Steven & Dianne Barber
14
• William & Barbara Agerton 12
• Rich & Gay Bessette
8
• John & Shirley Bumgarner
4
• James Whitt
3
• Joel & Judith Perez
3
• Clinton Sims
2
• Jomo & Ellatesha Kenyatta
2
• Richard & Sheila Semana
2
• William Brandt
1
• Daniel Jacobs
1
• Andrew & Gina Perez
1
New Members:
Porsche
• David & Noah Brown
914
• Jim & Laura Harris
356
• Rick & Irene Hoefert Cayman
• Thomas & Taylor Reid 911SC
• Caroline & William Gunton
Transfers In:
• Douglas & Vicky Hoffman
from Grand Prix Region
912
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Three-Step Waxing
By Mark Payne, Reprinted from June 2004 Pandemonium, Orange Coast Region
This month I would like to talk about
polishing and waxing your car. This
process will differ from car to car because of different colors and varying
paint conditions. It’s going to be next
to impossible to tell you exactly how to
wax and polish your personal car, but I
can help you with the basic understanding of how to do a three-step wax job.
The first thing you need to do is
wash your car. If your car is in good
condition, all you may need to do is use
your duster and finish up with a trigger
wash. Meguiars, Griot’s and The Carnuba Store all have excellent products
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that will get the job done. If your car is
too dirty for a quick wipe down, then
you need to do it the old fashion way.
Get out the bucket and soap and hose
the car down and give it a really good
bath. Make sure the car feels cool and
you work in the shade. Use good quality car wash soap along with clean
wash mitt. I like to start from the top
and work down, leaving the dirtiest
parts for last; this keeps the water
cleaner longer in the bucket. Use a
clean chamois to dry off the car. The
benefits of a clean surface cannot be
over emphasized.

Now that your car is clean and
ready for wax, you need to feel the
paint with your hand and see if the surface has any texture? If it does, you
need to remove it before you start waxing. There are a lot of ways to eliminate
this. One way is to use a product called
clay. Clay is like playdough; you rub it
on the paint and it will remove the containments from the surface. This leaves
the finish feeling very smooth. This
product is easy to use and then you’re
ready for the next step. Like all the
products mentioned here, please read
the directions completely before working on your baby.
Some paints are going to benefit
from using a polish or glaze to achieve
a high-gloss finish. Glazes and polishes, when used by hand will usually
remove mild swirl marks, scratches,
and refresh the paint with oils. When
applying glazes or waxes, use a wax
pad or sponge and go in a straight
back-and-forth method. Rub the glaze
in well; one good coat is better than
two quick coats. Once you are happy
with the shine, you can proceed with a
coat of wax. You must wax after you
use a glaze because the glaze offers no
lasting protection at all—the only thing
the glaze does is to make the paint
shiny. So with that said, you can use
one of the many waxes on the market
today. A carnuba-based wax works
well and offers good protection along
with good clarity. If you think that
sounds like to much work or you don’t
have the time to do a three-step process, then there’s a cleaner wax. The
cleaner wax is just what the name implies, it has contains a chemical cleaner
and a wax.
These waxes work well in a time
pinch, but won’t match the shine or
clarity of a three-step wax job. Whatever method is right for you, you’re
going to need clean towels and some
good lighting. Always remember to
double check your work outside in the
direct sunlight. I hope that I was able to
help out with a little information and
good luck!
Wax on.
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Highways & Byways (Continued from page 3)

Bumper Smiles (Continued from page 2)

be hosted by members in the Santa
Clarita area. I know that enthusiasm for
the club has been building in the area
since we started having bi-monthly
breakfast meetings at Mimi’s Restaurant. I am looking forward to this
event!

Austin Wicks at his first autocross last year.

site provided the following
information: “Autocross School - April
19, 2008. Feel the excitement of
Autocrossing as your Porsche navigates
the many twists and curves on a safe
course in a race against time. Become a
better driver as you learn all the
capabilities of your car and yourself as
a driver. Receive individual instruction
and then challenge yourself! It is heartpounding adventure sure to inject
adrenaline into your driving
experience. SBR is offering a training
class on Autocrossing.” You can find a
link to the event flyer at http://
zone8.pca.org/calendar.php.
Perhaps you would rather Rally.
Santa Barbara Region is also offering a
Rally school, followed the next day by
a rally. This is a great concept and a
great way to get started. . Their web
site provided the following
information: “Rally School - April 12,
2008

John Bumgarner after a practice session at
his first autocross. Note the grin!

SBR announces a unique
opportunity for our members to learn
the skills of Rallying. National PCA
champions Joe Boucher and Joe
Schneider will conduct a RALLY
SCHOOL FOR BEGINNERS on April
12, 2008. Learn from the masters.” The
link to the event can be found at http://
zone8.pca.org/calendar.php.
We may be organizing tours to
each of these events so I will keep you
posted.
Thanks for Reading!
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My wife’s truck is a little dirtier after the
trip to the Trona Pinnacles.

I recently received my reminder
from PCA National that it was time to
renew my membership. I immediately
logged on to my computer and made a
three-year renewal on the PCA website.
Don’t let your membership lapse because you put the notice and a pile of
mail and forgot about it.
See you on the road!

911 GT3 (Continued from page 9)

RSR, the most successful racer in the
ten years of the American Le Mans
Series.
At 415 horsepower, the 911 GT3 is
Porsche’s most powerful nonturbocharged sports car and is based on
the current 911 platform that debuted in
2005. With more than 40 years of roadand race-proven success, the 911 model
line now features 15 variants to fulfill
all sports car enthusiast whims, and as
evidenced by a new 911 sales record in
2007, the iconic rear-engine sports car
continues to thrill Porsche loyalists and
dreamers. Porsche sold 12,493 911s in
2007, vs. 12,045 units sold in 2006.

Parade Charlotte…the
Planning Continues
By Catherine Bonfiglio, Parade 2008
Communications Chair
The recent meeting in Charlotte of the
Parade 2008 Team and PCA National
representatives shed the spotlight on
the Parade 2008 events, designed to
promise excitement and fun. Here’s an
update on just a few of the events:
Concours: The Concours promises
to be quite a spectacle with accommodations for up to 175 cars lining Tryon
Street in uptown Charlotte. The event
will also host 130 judges.
Paddock: To be held in conjunction with the Concours, the popular
Porsche Paddock (aka Corral) will add
another dimension to the days’ events.
TSD Rally: The route for the TSD
Rally has been finalized and will prove
to be challenging yet rewarding for
those participating.
Technical and Historic Quiz: The
proposed quiz is complete and is currently being reviewed. This event
should be great fun and challenging as
always!
Zone Challenge: Sharpen your
eye/hand coordination skills so you can
participate in the Zone Challenge
events which tentatively include a Racing Simulation, Tire Changing and a
‘Mechanical Repair’ Challenge.
Heritage/Historic Display: Approximately 80-100 cars will be coming in from all over the U.S. for the
Heritage/Historic Display, celebrating
60 Years of Porsche. Wanna get up
close and personal with these cars?
Display organizers are looking for volunteers to work the event, which will
be held in the climate controlled confines of the Charlotte Convention Center.
Parade 2008 Needs You! Last but
not least … another pitch for volunteers. The events are coming together
nicely but they need people to make
them successful. Join in the fun and be
part of a great event. Whether you volunteer for a few hours or a day, it will
be an experience you’ll not soon forget.
To learn about volunteer opportunities,
contact the Chair of the area you wish
to assist with at paradecharlotte.org.
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Zone 8 Staff

Commercial Ads

For Sale…

Size

1978 911 SC Targa, 39,000 original
documented miles, pristine condition,
blk on blk, owners manuel, original
color sales brochure, toolkit, service
records, shop manual, all original car
except for exhaust, radio, and
wheels. vin#9118211329 cherry orig.
interior. cal. reg. and smog. $24,900.00
obo. Jake at 610-259-7791 Santa
Clarita

Month Qtr.

Annual

Zone 8 Representative
Michael Dolphin
carrera3@msn.com

Full-Page

$110

$320

$1,512

Half Page

$57

$166

$597

Autocross Chair
Neil Heimburge
porschebadboy@cox.net

Qtr. Page

$25

$73

$262

Bus. Card

$10

$29

$105

Key
Position*

$190

$553

$1,990

Concours Co-Chairs
Joe Nedza
jcnedza@aol.com
Club Racing Coordinator
Vince Knauf
vvvince@aol.com
Rally Chair
Tom Gould
tcg@aol.com
Rules Coordinator
Tom Brown
tb911@adelphia.net
Region Coordinator
Gary Peterson
gary.peterson@hrh.com
Time Trail Chair
Paul Young
pdyoung@cox.net
Web Master
Tom Brown
webmaster@zone8.org
Treasurer
Linda Cobarrubias
MS993@aol.com

* Key Positions.: Inside cover front
or back, bottom ½ of back cover.

Ad includes a banner ad & link from
our web site at www.pca.org/cai.
Deadline for submitting new ads or for
making changes to existing ads is the
first of the month preceding the month
of publication.
We reserve the right to refuse to print
any ad deemed inappropriate.
Send ads to:
David Witteried
9900 Susan Avenue
California City, CA 93505
witteried@charter.net

Classified Ads
No charge to PCA members.
Ads will be left for a reasonable
amount of time. However, please let us
know when the item has been sold.
Non-member ads:
$25.00 for each 25 words (per issue).
No extra charge to include photo.
Ads are automatically included on our
region web site.

Alpine White Late 85 1/2 Porsche
944, 60k on new engine,(233kmi), timing chain r&r 10K ago, sunroof,
Dunlop tires/Phone dial rims. Pioneer
stereo/CD, a/c, cruise control, seat covers, new front air jam., Licensed and
smogged, great daily driver, 5 sp, good
clutch. Small dent right front fender.
$2700. Call Greg Reed at 661.821.1672
and leave a message.
Colgan bra, was custom ordered from
factory for 1999 911 996 without license plate cut-out and “fenders covered" variant. Will also fit similar
Boxster front end. Brand new, never
used. Color: Black. $75 Mike Inman
661.753.9118.
924 Porsche Turbo wheels manufactured only one year) and very rare.
Complete set 6 X 15 in good used condition $600. Pictures available, Gary
650-968-8708
Fuchs wheels (2) 7X15 and (2) 8X15
$900 for set, all straight. Pictures available, Gary 650-968-8708
Dunlop Tires (4) 205/255 ZR16 –
Sport Maxx, New $250 for set. Pictures
available, Gary 650-968-8708
944 Turbo Rear Spoiler (86 thru. 89)
Used good condition $400, pictures
available Gary 650-968-8708
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Our Next Event...
March 1st
Breakfast Meeting
9:30 a.m. at the Greenhouse Café
in Lancaster.

March 8th
Breakfast Meeting
9:30 a.m. at Mimi’s Café in Santa
Clarita.

March 8th
Descanso Gardens Tour
After Santa Clarita breakfast. See
page 5 for event flyer.

